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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
5:30 pm 

Informal Worship Service 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

for all ages 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Rev. Faith Fowler 
Associate Pastor of Health & 

Wellness 
faithfowler@vaumc.org 

 

Sandy Schaefer 
Music Director / Organist 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 
 x210 for Faith 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the April issue is Monday, March 15 by 3 pm.  All 

groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the 

Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church 

office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 15
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Dana Arthur 

Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Cliff & Jean Davis 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 

Dennis Gaines 

Judy Grandle 

Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Norma Heath 

Laura Headlee 

Silas Herndon 

Bennie & Gloria 

Hildebrand 

John Hoffnagle 

Dot Jones 

Evelyn Keane 

Glen Langston 

Connie Liskey 

Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 

Andrew Moyers 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 

Ron & Mary Ellen 

Rohrbaugh 

Linda Stephens 

Martha Taylor 

Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Anita Yount 

HERITAGE PROJECT BOOK 
 

If you have not read THEN & NOW The 

History of Otterbein United Methodist 

Church:1894-2020, you are missing out 

on this book that was written FOR YOU 

recounting the story of OUR CHURCH. 

Comments have been received from folks 

who have expressed their delight in 

reading this newest book. We’re glad you are enjoying it! 
 

Contact the church office to obtain YOUR copy.  Price: $25. 



Trustees Report to the Congregation 
 

 The plumber has drained and disconnected the pipes and 

radiators that were connected to the original boiler in the 

basement.  The hot water heater for the kitchen was 

connected to the boiler system but has been 

disconnected so the water heater will now function on its 

own. 
 

 Now that the Sanctuary heat installation has been finished, 

it has become apparent that the organ was losing its 

sound quality because of uneven heat and cold.  It was 

determined that heat was necessary immediately in the 

organ chambers, as well as the library and rooms on 

either side.  The plumber has removed the radiators in 

the rooms and back entrance vestibule near the water 

fountain to clear the way to install electric baseboard 

heaters.  Melvin has repaired the walls and painted or 

stained them.  The electrician has been scheduled to 

assess the electric load and install the heaters in the near 

future.  Plans for tapping into the existing heat systems for 

heat in the bathrooms on the main floor and Sanctuary 

vestibules are being assessed. 
 

 The outdoor ramp wall at Memorial Hall entrance was 

damaged from the snowplow.  This will be repaired when 

weather allows. 

  

The current Trustees are John Liskey Sr. (chair), Connie 

Liskey (vice-chair), Bill Pollard (Secretary), Diane Ritchie, 

Liz Lawson, Richard Smith, L.J. Joiner, Kevin Andrade, and 

Chad Hiner. The Trustees welcome your questions or 

comments concerning these items or any other church 

maintenance issues. 

 Is it spring yet?  I type away at my keyboard this morning as 

snow falls once again.  Schools are closed, but the kids are still 

engaged in virtual learning, which has quite a dulling effect on the 

mythical “snow day.”  As we inch closer to that spring equinox on 

March 20th, we expect certain changes to happen in our environment.  

Longer, warmer days will increase and the bitterly cold nights will 

decrease.  There will be less snow and more rain, the winds will be 

warmer and the grass will begin to green as the first crocuses bloom 

and the daffodils and tulips begin to peek out of the ground.  Spring 

is a wonderful time of the year and by the time you read the April 

Tidings we should be well on our way to seeing it fully realized.  That 

being said, March can still give us some very cold days, impressive 

snow fall and frost that can kill those early budding blooms.   

  

 For me, March and Lent go hand-in-hand.  Lent continually 

reminds us of what is coming.  As we engage in spiritual disciplines 

and self-reflection on our own needs for Christ, we also look ahead 

to the Easter celebration with anticipation of the beauty of 

salvation.  This tension between our own humility and the joy of 

Christ’s resurrection fits perfectly into the wild swings in weather that 

March can deliver.  I find it a good external reminder of the inner 

work that Lent asks of us.  I do not know what March will hold 

weather-wise.  It could be all spring-like or it could be a repeat of 

February, but I do know that our Lenten journey will be more 

complete if we continue to work at the process of self-reflection and 

engagement of spiritual disciplines while keeping in mind that our 

Easter celebration is soon to be here. 

 

      Adam  



UMW News 
 

 No March Meeting. 
 

 In March a year ago, we were 

enjoying a soup and sandwich luncheon to celebrate our 

yearly “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” program. 

Unfortunately, we have not met since that time due to the 

unpredicted Covid-19 pandemic.  I want to thank each of 

you for continuing to bring your pledges up-to-date and 

participating with donations to support our special events 

throughout the year. 
 

 As we move into our next 150 years of mission work, 

the UMW continues to care for vulnerable women, children, 

and youth through our “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial.”  The 

2021 theme is “She Leads: Empowering Women to Make a 

Difference.”  The funds received will be used to support 

women, children, and youth in our community and around 

the world. 
 

 As women created in God’s image and rooted in God’s 

power, we open our hearts, extend our hands, and give of 

ourselves and our offerings prayerfully and generously.  

Your generous giving makes a difference. 
 

 Please send your special offering, along with your 

up-to-date pledges, to Jo Ann Liskey (4856 Shen Lake Drive; 

Rockingham, VA 22801) by Tuesday, March 9.  Your $4 AMD 

dues should be paid at the same time.  The “Call to Prayer 

and Self-Denial” offering, $4 AMD dues, and our 

first-quarter pledges are due in the district by March 15.  

For concerns, call Jo Ann at 434-2997. 
 

 Saturday, March 13 is the District Spiritual Life 

Retreat on Zoom from 9-11 am with speaker Melissa White.  

If there is someone in the Unit that can 
continued next page... 

Been thinking you would like 
to recycle but just haven’t 
gotten started?  With spring 
just around the corner and 
warmer days, it is a good 

time to get out and take a ride, even it is just to 
your recycling center. 
 

 To get started, find a bin or sturdy 
cardboard box to put beside your trash can.  
When you are about to throw something in the 
trash, take a second to think - is this something 
I can recycle?   If so, into the recycle box 
instead of the trash.   Don’t know if it is  
something you can recycle?  Post the “Recycling 
Options” insert, found in this copy of Tidings, in a 
visible place for quick reference.  Baby steps in 
the beginning are fine - you don’t need to jump in 
100%.  Just get started and your knowledge and 
level of recycling will grow with time. 
 

 Recycling reduces pollution of air and 
water, energy consumption, and the collection of 
waste in land fields.  Most importantly, it is a 
way of showing our respect and appreciation for 
God’s creation. 
 
    Betty Redmond, 
    Creation Care Taskforce 



 Have you been thinking about 

becoming involved in our group, 

Otterbein United Methodist Men’s 

Fellowship?  One simple way to do this 

is to join us for a delicious breakfast and 

a time of prayer and fellowship at our monthly meetings.   The 

Otterbein Men’s Fellowship regular Saturday meetings for 

the next several months will be February 27, March 27, 

and April 24 at Thomas House Restaurant in Dayton.   We 

begin at 7:30 am and usually conclude in one hour.  

Breakfast is followed by a short business meeting and 

concluded by a time of devotions and prayer.  Masks and 

physical distancing rules are in effect. 
 

 Check the website below for additional meeting and 

event dates in 2021. 

Want to know more? 

Contact our Leadership team: 

Carter Ritchie, Dylan Andrade, and Bill Pollard, 

or go to our website: 

 https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-

methodist-men  

Thanks to everyone who sent me 

messages of sympathy on the loss of 

my dear sister, Pat Brunk. 

The Otterbein family means so much 

and I am grateful for you. 

 

Blessings from Judy Richardson 

take part in this retreat, let Wilma know at once (433-9545). 
 

 As of the Tidings deadline, we have not received 

further information on the Evening Together planned for 

April. 
 

 Please continue to refer to the Tidings for upcoming 

events. 
 

 We encourage each of you to practice spiritual 

disciplines through Bible reading, prayer, and fasting. 

To Our Otterbein Family,   
   

To all who have prayed and sent cards 
and food, a big THANK YOU!  We are also 
appreciative of the encouraging phone 

calls and text messages during our recovery 
from surgeries.  We are humbled by your  

show of caring.   
   

Ed and Vicki Gaines 

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men


Testimony 
 

When evildoers came against me to devour my flesh, 

my foes and my enemies stumbled and fell. 

(Psalm 27:2) 
 

 We all have foes and enemies in some form or fashion. At 

times things have come against us so forcefully and painfully that it 

knocked the wind out of us. It’s hard to get up from these kinds of 

blows, and sometimes it takes time. It’s not always easy to 

remember these low seasons in our lives and many of us do our best 

to forget them. 
 

 One of my enemies has been shame. Brene Brown defines 

shame as: “an intensely painful feeling or experience of believing 

that we are flawed and therefore unworthy of love and belonging.” 

Yup! Shame has been my enemy since I can remember! 
 

 In my early childhood, shame began to whisper to me that I 

wasn’t good enough to be loved. In junior high, shame tricked me 

into believing the lie that I wasn’t pretty enough to be accepted. Then 

in high school, shame began screaming the lie that I was too big to 

belong…that I was fat and needed to lose weight. At 14 years old, I 

was bombarded with messages and images from the world which 

told me that if I was to be accepted and loved, I needed to be skinny, 

sexy, and small. My precious teenage self believed the lies. I 

became brainwashed by culture’s definition of beauty and by the 

thoughts in my own head that came from the root of shame which 

lived in my heart. 
 

 It was at this point that fad diets began to define my life. The 

way I interacted with food was never free because I had a love/hate 

relationship with it. In my lowest moments of deepest insecurity, food 

became my best friend and the only thing that could comfort me and 

help me to feel better. Then because of overeating, I would swing 

the other way and withhold food from myself so that I could lose 

weight and pursue my goal of smallness which made me feel loved 

and acceptable. Shame was the root! The enemy! The outward 

manifestation of shame in my life became disordered eating and 

then eventually developed into an eating 
continued next page... 

disorder. 
 

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony. 

(Revelation 12:11) 
 

 My testimony is that on January 24, 2021, I celebrated 2 

years of recovery from the eating disorder. It was a long, hard, and 

messy journey with lots of twists and turns! The love, grace, mercy, 

and power of God, along with the prayers, faithfulness, and loving 

kindness of His people, got me through to the other side. Today I am 

free! Hallelujah! My enemy of shame stumbled and fell under the 

mighty power and love of God! I am no longer ashamed of my 

story because my life testifies to the power of God to break 

chains and bring deliverance! Today I live in victory and freedom 

as I dwell with the Lord moment by moment encountering His 

intimate love. In His presence ALL of the lies fade away and I 

experience myself the way He sees me: beautiful, acceptable, lovely, 

holy, pure, righteous, forgiven, redeemed, restored, healed, valuable, 

and free. In Christ Jesus, this is who YOU are too! Hallelujah! Amen! 
 

 As you reflect on my story and testimony, I encourage you to 

ponder the following questions during this Lenten season. Spend 

time with the Lord, listening, reflecting, and writing in His presence. 
 

 What foes and enemies have tried to take me down? What 

has this looked like in my life? Am I ashamed of my story? What has 

God already done for me? What do I want Him to do? What is my 

testimony of God’s faithfulness and victory in my life? 
 

 I encourage you to write out your testimony. Declare His 

victory over your life. Share your testimony with a friend. We 

overcome the enemy by the blood of the lamb (which we have in 

Christ Jesus), and the WORD of OUR testimony. Speak out your 

victory - even in the midst of the mess! This is how we battle in the 

spirit and get through the “valley of the shadow of death.” You WILL 

get to the other side! Don’t give up! With Christ ALL things are 

possible! 

      Rooting for you! 

                Faith  


