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Sunday, November 28 

Amos 1:1-5, 13-2:8 

  

The prophet, Amos, pronounces words of judgment on the peoples around Israel and finally on 

Israel herself.  The people have lost their way and have forgotten, or ignored, what the Lord has taught 

them about what it means to be the people of God.  Advent is a time for us to take stock of our lives and 

see if our hearts are ready to receive the Gift of Love that comes down at Christmas.  

  Advent calls us to slow down, to center ourselves on the coming promise of Love Incarnate, to 

breathe deeply and prepare our hearts to receive love and to give love.  While we clean and decorate our 

houses and ponder what gifts to give our families and friends, we are also invited to clear the clutter from 

our inner lives and come back to the true gift of grace freely given.   

Are we ready to receive this Gift?  And, are we ready to respond to this Gift by sharing it with the 

World?  Amos reminds us that sometimes, being who God has called us to be can get us into trouble with 

the powers and principalities of this world. When we truly seek to live our lives in love, mercy, and 

justice, that will ruffle some feathers as we disturb the status quo. Let us pray that we will be ready to 

receive, and to give, the Gift of Love! 

  

(Excerpts from) A Prayer for When We’ve Lost Our Way Again by Enuma Okoro: 

  

“Merciful God, 

Help us find our way again. 

Turn us back towards the road 

Spotted with your other pilgrims, wayfarers and repentant servants. 

Remind us that your Way is the way of returning, 

Guide us by your Spirit and by your Light. 

Make us remember the Power of the Spirit within us. 

Make us remember the gifts of our minds, our hearts, 

and our bodies that you have bestowed on us, 

That we would use them to honor the directives and the invitations you lay upon us. 

We know that our ways are not your ways. 

And we thank you for this. 

Help us trust your ways over our ways. 

Remind us of your faithfulness as you forgive us our short memory. 

In your immeasurable love, grace, mercy, and wisdom, do not abandon us 

Regardless of how often we lose our way.” 

  

Prayer: This Advent, help us to prepare ourselves to receive your Gift of Love so that we may be that gift in 

and for the world.  Amen.   

 

Christy Blagg 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+1%3A1-5%2C+1%3A13-2%3A8&version=NRSV
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Monday, November 29 

Matthew 21:1-11 

 

Humility 

  

“…Look, your king is coming to you, humble…” 

  

Today’s scripture might seem unlikely for an Advent Devotional since it is connected more to the 

season of Lent, but it was one of the three options given for this date.  I decided to select this one because 

it marks another entry made by Jesus, later than the one Jesus made into the world as a newborn, and I 

became interested in the verse 5 segment above because of the word “humble.”  Verse 5 refers back to the 

Old Testament book of Zechariah (see Zechariah 9:9) where that prophet writes about the expected 

Messiah.    

According to Oxford Languages, the word “humble” means: (1) having or showing a modest or low 

estimate of one’s own importance – or (2) of low social, administrative, or political rank.  A tiny baby is 

humble, completely dependent on others for care.  The beloved carol Away in a Manger articulates the 

humble setting of a stable or cave set aside for animals, a setting where Jesus came into our world.  As 

you will recall, the first verse starts out: “Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid 

down his sweet head.”   The phrase “no crib for a bed” clearly illustrates the humility in this situation.  

 What are some ways that we can exhibit the trait of being humble or show humility? The apostle 

Paul gives us direction about this in Philippians 2:3 – “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves.”  One possibility might be letting someone go ahead of 

you in line, such as in the grocery store or in school.  See how many other examples you can identify or 

remember observing and see if you can apply one of these in your activities today.  Spend a few minutes 

thinking about past Christmas events in your family or at church, then close your devotion with the 

prayer below.  Blessings!  

  

Prayer: Dear Jesus, as we move through the season of Advent may we recall your humble birth and praise 

you for everything you have done.  We are grateful for the gifts of hope, peace, joy, and love.  Thank you, 

Jesus.  Amen.  

  

Judy Richardson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A3&version=NRSV
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Tuesday, November 30 

Amos 3:1-11; Matthew 21:12-21; 2 Peter 1:12-21 

 

Can two walk together, unless they are agreed? 

Amos 3:3 

 

The first candle lit during Advent is the candle of hope. Today’s passages may not initially seem 

quite hope-filled, but isn’t that often the nature of life? Hope in Advent is centered on the return of Jesus, 

an event we focus more intently on preparing for during this time of the liturgical year. Hope during 

COVID has been a struggle for many, regardless of faith tradition or point in faith walk. In verse 11 of 

Amos, we hear God proclaim “An adversary shall be all around the land, he shall sap your strength from 

you…” The adversaries of pride, idol worship, division, isolation, anger, stubbornness, hoarding, apathy 

and contention have robbed many of us of our strength during the long, seemingly unending haul of the 

pandemic. 

In Matthew 21, we see Jesus, tired of division and idol worship, cleanse the Temple to make way 

for the healing of others. He later kills the barren fig tree (representing Israel) to show His feelings of 

Israel’s constant bent on not walking together with the Lord and insistence on going their own prideful 

ways. Many people equate hope with their own personal desires and wishes, but do we ever think what 

God hopes for? A land healed and returned to the Eden days, a righteous nation of holy priests serving 

and worshipping Him all the time without having to be scared or prodded into His presence, and justice 

in His house are just a few things Scripture teaches He hopes for. He does long for our loved ones, and us, 

to be whole and healed, but this healing can only come through justice and restoration of Creation. Do we 

hope and prepare for total restoration at Jesus’ return or the more superficial healing of Heaven? What 

are you doing to prepare for the promised return of Christ?  

 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Daddy, Help us to hope for what You hope for. Help us to strive for justice and 

healing of all, not just our immediate family and circle of friends. Protect us from strength-sapping 

adversaries. Guide us as we seek to prepare our hearts for the return of our Savior, Your Son, Jesus. In His 

Holy Name. Amen.  

 

Tara Eckenroad  

 

Wednesday, December 1 

2 Peter 3:1-10 

 

I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord 

and Savior through your apostles.  Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 

scoffing and following their own evil desires.  They will say, “Where is this coming he promised?  Ever since 

our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 

2 Peter 3:2-4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+3%3A1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A12-21&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A12-24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A1-10&version=NRSV
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 Have you ever had anyone make fun of you for doing something that seemed to be going nowhere?  

The old saying “you are just beating a dead horse” comes to mind.  This is similar to what is happening in 

today's scripture.  The scoffers are questioning the second coming of Christ.  According to the thesaurus, 

scoffing means mocking, jeering, belittling, laughing at, etc.  Peter is trying to convince them that God 

always keeps his word by citing the example of creation and the flood.   

 Because God's word is true, we take the Bible seriously, but these scoffers did not.  It could be 

because the promise of Christ's coming and the judgment of the world has been promised for centuries 

and has yet to be fulfilled.  Since a thousand years are as one to the Lord, as an hour or day is to us, we 

cannot accuse him of a delay.  Perhaps he has not returned because he is merciful and is waiting for the 

last person to believe. 

 During this time of the year we often see the word believe displayed in various ways.  To believe is 

to have faith in what we hear.  We know that a baby, Jesus, was born and came to earth to save his people 

from their sins.  He lived and died to give us eternal life.  Don't ever be discouraged when you encounter a 

scoffer.  You just tell them that Jesus was born for you and for me. 

 

Prayer:  In all we do, God, please help us to never forget what you did for us by sending your son so that we 

may have eternal life.  Help us to not get caught up in the world and to continue to believe.  Amen. 

 

Kathy Billhimer 

 

Thursday, December 2 

2 Peter 3:11-18 

 

   Since everything will be destroyed in this way [at second coming] what kind of people ought you to be? 

You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. 

2 Peter 3:11 

 

So then dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort 

to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 

2 Peter 3:14 

 

You are speeding down I-81 and as you pass a line of cars you see him in the median with his 

radar out. “Oh, no!”  You know he is waiting just for you!  Your foot comes off the gas and you quickly 

apply the brakes – but it’s too late to change your behavior now. 

In this letter Peter is urging his readers to not wait until it’s too late to be the kind of person they 

want to be when the Lord’s day comes.  But are we really expected to be “spotless” and “blameless”?  Isn’t 

that asking a little much?  I think I know what is right and wrong, but I can’t even get through one day 

without doing something I am sure is wrong in God’s eyes – either in thought or deed.  So I really need to 

heed Peter’s urging and earnestly work at changing my behavior before it’s too late.  I will have to give 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A11-18&version=NRSV
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some thought to Peter’s question “what kind of person ought you be?”  I’m thinking that first I have to be 

more accountable for my sins – recognize and be willing to change my behavior.  And I need to move 

beyond thinking “I’m basically a good person” and that’s enough - grow spiritually. 

No matter how mature we are in our spiritual journey, no matter how mature we are in our faith, 

the world around us will challenge our faith and our Christian intent.   There is much room for growth.  If 

every day we find some way to draw closer to Christ, we will be prepared to stand for truth in any and all 

circumstances and will be ready when he comes again. 

 

Betty Redmond 

 

Friday, December 3 

Matthew 22:1-14 

 

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 

Matthew 22:2 

 

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 

 

Have you ever been invited to a party and decided you were just too busy to attend?  There was 

work, or you got a better offer, or a hundred other excuses.  Maybe, you just did not like the person who 

was extending the invitation.  It’s possible that’s the reason no one asked in today’s parable would attend 

the wedding banquet.  They just may have not cared for the king in the story.   

Around the time Jesus walked the Earth, life was hard, even just to maintain a meager existence.  

There was little to celebrate.  So, when an occasion did come to celebrate, it was going to be a big deal – 

all the stops were pulled out.  It seems strange that everyone who was invited by the king to this wedding 

banquet would not come. 

Today, God has extended an invitation to each of us to celebrate.  A party is being thrown to 

celebrate new life, restored relationships, and new possibilities.  And that is only the beginning of the list 

of reasons God invites us to celebrate.   

What will each of us do?  Will we reject God’s invitation, or will we accept His call to a new life 

through Jesus Christ, His Son? 

 

Prayer:  Loving Lord, Thanks for the invitation to celebrate. Enable us to accept your invitation every day of 

our lives. Amen. 

Bill Pollard  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A1-14&version=NRSV
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Saturday, December 4 

Jude 17-25 

 

But you must remember, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; they said to you, “In the last 

time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions,” It is these who set up divisions, worldly 

people, devoid of the spirit. But you, beloved, build yourself up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy 

Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God; wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

Jude 17-21 

 

We are most definitely in a time of divisions in our worldly environment and it can be difficult to 

avoid being caught up in the “noise” that surrounds us.  The political environment is hard to miss – the 

television ads and social media posts are numerous and often ugly.  It is healthy and necessary to be 

involved in current affairs to a degree; the controversies and divisions have potential to impact our day-

to-day lives.  The problem becomes getting so involved in the day-to-day that we ignore our spiritual 

lives. 

As we head toward the Christmas season, the pressures of the world often intensify.  How do we 

get the perfect presents for those on our list?  Will we have enough money?  How do we know if supply-

chain issues will impact our ability to purchase what we want?  Will inflation keep us from obtaining the 

necessities of food, medication, etc.?  Will we be able to see and spend time with loved ones who live at 

distance? 

Although these can be legitimate concerns, let’s work toward keeping them in their rightful place 

and keep our focus on what truly matters.  As we anticipate the birth of the Christ child and his return in 

the future, let us keep ourselves in the love of God and wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ as 

instructed above.  Let’s work to keep the worldliness at bay and keep our focus on what the Christmas 

season truly promises us.  Let us, as Christians, be part of the solutions rather than part of the worldly 

problems. 

 

Janet Gloeckner 

 

Sunday, December 5 

2 Thessalonians 1:5-12 

 

And in this regard we pray for you always, that our God will make you worthy of his calling and fulfill by his 

power your every desire for goodness and every work of faith, that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 

glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 (New English Translation) 

 

In this season of Advent we are reminded that we (people who are followers of the Way of Jesus) 

live in the ‘between times.’ We know and celebrate the season of Jesus coming among us, the child of the 

manger. We anticipate joyfully and hopefully the promised return, reign, and restoration of creation 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+17-25&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Thessalonians+1%3A5-12&version=NRSV
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promised by God through the prophets and initiated in the life, ministry, death, resurrection, and 

subsequent ascension to the right hand of God of Jesus.  

We proclaim this promise each time we celebrate Holy Communion. Together we proclaim the 

mystery of our faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. We live in the ‘is’ of the 

second statement. Christ IS with us. Christ IS for us. Christ IS empowering and equipping us to carry on 

with the work of renewal. Knowing this to be true, it might be helpful for us to consider, especially in this 

season when consumption seems to be the guiding mantra, what kind of people are we to be? How then 

shall we live?  

Thankfully I/we do not have to search far to find an answer. The season calls us to themes of 

preparation and expectation. The Apostle Paul writes to the fledgling church who seem to be asking the 

same kinds of questions. In a culture that acts like there is no center that will hold, in the midst of people 

who do not know Jesus or our allegiance to his kingdom coming on earth as it is in heaven and thus make 

fun of our commitments to mercy, justice for all, and love or just plain ignore us, how do we carry on? 

Answer: 

 Pray for one another and the church. Pray for an authentic witness that glorifies God and not the 

culture or ourselves. 

 Trust that God is at work in the church and in you and me, that we really are worthy of his calling 

and God will fulfill by his power our every desire for goodness and every work of faith. (And you 

really are worthy! God’s word on that!) 

 Glorify the name of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the grace of our God. You are able to do this 

through public worship, prayer, and acts of generosity, compassion, and service.  

 Jesus is coming! 

 

The ‘between times’ of Advent is a good time for a standing on the tip toes watching in excited 

anticipation for the completion of the work of salvation for all of creation. Charles Wesley, wondrous 

poet/hymn writer, writes: 

 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, once for favored sinners slain; 

 Thousand, thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train. 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 God appears on earth to reign. (UM Hymnal, 718) 

 

Jim Wingert 

 

Monday, December 6 

Revelation 1:1-8 

 

The verse I chose from this passage is verse 8. “I am the Alpha and Omega,” says the Lord God, who 

is, who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

The assumed author, John, is presenting the perfection of Christ, the beginning and the end. Both 

God the Father and Jesus the Son assert their totality as the Alpha and Omega, the first and last, the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A1-8&version=NRSV
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Beginning and the End. Have you ever wondered how God created the heavens and the earth? That Jesus 

was there too! After much reading and thought, it becomes apparent that faith and belief in God reveals 

what we need to know about this subject! No one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 

We remember stories that begin “Once upon a time” but that is such a limited period of time, and also say 

from A to Z. These examples cannot begin to understand the timeframe of God.  But God is, was, and 

forever. 

So Alpha and Omega is the beginning and the end. God used this form to describe himself as the 

source of everlasting life. Seeing that man needed to express his purposes for salvation, he sent his only 

begotten Son to live among us to reveal the Father to us. Without Jesus, we would doubt God’s love, 

would question God’s goodness and care, and might consider God unfair. 

John 3:16 sums up the central theme of our Christianity: “For God so loved the world that he sent 

his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” To refresh 

our knowledge of the importance of our worship services, recent sermons reminded us that God is 

always present, Jesus teaches us how to live a holy life by example, and the Holy Spirit reveals God’s 

thoughts, teaches, and guides believers into all truth. 

So we are now about to celebrate our miraculous Christmas Story again! Jesus was virgin born as 

the Holy image of God, to live among us, to be truth and righteousness, wash our sins away by the way of 

the cross, and be resurrected. Now the wisdom and power of Holy Spirit is with us until his return.  Thus 

the Alpha and Omega is forever! 

 

Christmas Blessings, 

Patsy Liskey 

 

Tuesday, December 7 

Matthew 22:34-46 

 

Arguably one of the most famous lines any U.S. President ever said came from President Kennedy 

when he stated, “Ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do for your country.” This 

quote can give us insight into the Christian faith as well if we replace the word “country” with “God and 

others.” One common trend in our world today is that the gospel is being formed in a way that is purely 

focused on the self. Christians today love reading verses that promise blessings, guidance, and comfort. 

Now, blessings, guidance, and comfort are incredible things Christians receive from God. But the point of 

being a Christian is not just to receive these things.     

Jesus answers the Pharisees in Matthew 22 by instructing them that God’s first commandment is 

to love God fully, and the second, to love others the way you love yourself. These, according to Jesus, are 

the two greatest commandments. Unless I read it wrong, nowhere in this passage did Jesus say loving and 

taking care of yourself should be a disciple’s first priority. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross offers everyone a 

path to escape death, the wages of sin (Romans 6:23), and restore a broken relationship with their 

Creator. His sacrifice crushes the burden of sin for each of us. However, that doesn’t mean this sacrifice is 

only about ourselves. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A34-46&version=NRSV


9 

 

Though Christianity does do wonderful things for each of us, it calls us still to serve and love 

something higher than ourselves. As well, it calls us to love others and be a part of the body of Christ (1 

Corinthians 12:27). This fact isn’t always what we want to hear. There are certainly times where it’s most 

convenient to put our own wants over God’s commands or the needs of others, but that’s not what we are 

commanded to do. Through becoming a disciple of Christ, we receive God’s blessings and guidance. We 

receive great things for ourselves. But that does not make Christianity all about ourselves. There are 

higher callings we must fulfill. 

Christmas celebrates the arrival of the long awaited Messiah. A Messiah who cares for us and 

provides for us. It is because of this incredible love from Jesus that we are compelled to love Him before 

anything else, including ourselves, and also, to introduce others to this same love by loving them as we 

would ourselves.  

 

Jonathan Williams 

 

Wednesday, December 8 

Matthew 23:1-12 

 

This scripture deals with hypocrisy. Jesus is raising his voice in protest and seeking the right 

choices for the common good. To me, this is relevant commentary on corruption and abuse of power. 

Although Jesus is welcoming and compassionate with sinners, he is warning against the hypocrisy and 

double standards of the scribes and the Pharisees. At the same time, Jesus is urging the crowd to do what 

the Pharisees teach, even though they do not practice what they preach. We are blessed at Otterbein that 

our religious leaders are not deserving of these harsh words. If we look at the greater community and 

country at large, this scripture becomes increasingly relevant. Those in positions of power meant to 

defend the best interests of our country are failing to do so in certain aspects, abandoning the most 

vulnerable populations to struggle. Authority is not for power but for empowering and enabling. These 

representatives are meant to give a voice to the voiceless, a voice that is often drowned out by political 

pageantry and polarization in the media. Jesus tells us that the greatest among us is the one who best 

serves the needs of those around them, rather than the one who has the most impressive titles. Like the 

scribes and the Pharisees, many folks in positions of power are praised for doing the bare minimum, and 

those lacking a critical perspective may confuse spectacle with results. Jesus is telling us to be more 

discerning: pay close attention to the promises made by people in power, see past the theatrics and keep 

them accountable.  

 

 Camila Maric 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+23%3A1-12&version=NRSV
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Thursday, December 9 

Revelation 2:8-17 

 

I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not 

deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where 

Satan Dwells. But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of 

Balaam, who taught the Balank to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel to eat things sacrificed 

to idols… 

Revelation 2:13-14 

 

We all have differences of opinion, which is what makes us all unique. The Pharisees also had 

differences of opinions, which enabled them to lose touch with God.  Their hearts were becoming very 

hardened because of their rule following, and self-centered behavior. Like the Pharisees we can become 

judgmental when our opinions are not the same opinions of someone else.  The problem is when we 

become self–centered we are losing out on opportunities to worship and be in fellowship with someone. 

This is not how God has taught us to love.  

During advent, we are to show unconditional love, which is the greatest gift in the world, comes 

from God, and we, like God, should also show love. There is no better gift than Love. You can have nothing 

but you have love. This holiday season, let’s take time out to put our differences of opinion aside and 

enjoy the company that is in front of us: our wonderful families and friends.  

 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly father, help us to show unconditional love this holiday season as we are loved by you.  

Amen.  

 

Bonnie Andrade 

 

Friday, December 10 

Haggai 1:1-15          

 

Encouragement for Preparation 

 

Burdens of physical and mental distress, demands, expectations, and tasks can easily collapse our 

well-planned schedules or even a lack thereof.   “Hey I need you!”  “It would really mean a lot if you could 

be there!”  “Let me know when you finish that!”  “Call them asap!”  Everyone seems to want something 

from us - family, friends, employer/employee, school, church, clubs.  Soon we have little left to give as we 

run out of energy and time.  This compounds our stress as each day another sun sets where we fall short 

of our own objectives.  We find ourselves rushing through life attending to the necessary, the immediate, 

and the urgent.  The important is all too often overcome by events and left behind.  The issue is not the 

demands or time management, but values - what is truly important to us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2%3A8-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Haggai+1%3A1-15&version=NRSV
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Our values and priorities are often reflected in how we use our resources - time, money, strength, 

and talents.  Our actions can become contradictory to our words and intentions.  We value our 

relationship with God, but then we continue our means of self-reliance, sin, and shelve his priorities while 

tending to the necessary and urgent. 

Twenty five centuries ago, a voice was heard, calling men and women to the right priorities.  

Haggai knew what was important and what had to be done, and he challenged God’s people to respond. 

In 586 B.C., the armies of Babylon had destroyed the temple in Jerusalem - God’s house, the 

symbol of his presence.  In 538 B.C., King Cyrus decreed that Jews could return to their beloved city and 

rebuild the temple.  So they traveled to Jerusalem and began work.  But then they forgot their purpose 

and lost their priorities, as opposition and apathy brought the work to a standstill.  Then Haggai spoke, 

calling them back to God’s values: “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this 

temple to lie in ruins?” (Hag 1.4).  The people were more concerned with their own needs than with doing 

God’s will, and as a result, they suffered.  Then Haggai called them to action: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: 

‘Consider your ways! Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take 

pleasure in it and be glorified,’ says the Lord (Hag 1:7,8).  (Life Application Study Bible: New King James 

Version 1996 Haggai) 

 

Prayer: Merciful God, you sent your messengers, the prophets,  to preach repentance and prepare the way 

for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may celebrate aright 

the commemoration of the nativity and may await with joy the morning coming in glory of Jesus Christ 

our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

(Stookey 201) 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Kevin Andrade 

 

References: 

Tyndale House. (1996). Life Application Study Bible: New King James Version. 

 

Stookey, Laurence Hull. “Advent.” The United Methodist Hymnal Book of United Methodist 

Worship, The United Methodist Publishing House, 2001, pp. 201–201. 

 

 

Saturday, December 11 

Haggai 2:1-9 

 

On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai:  

“Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and to the 

remnant of the people. Ask them,  ‘Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look 

to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing?  But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the Lord. ‘Be 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Haggai+2%3A1-9&version=NRSV
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strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the Lord, ‘and 

work. For I am with you,’ declares the Lord Almighty.  ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came 

out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’  “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In a 

little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.  I will shake all 

nations, and what is desired by all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord 

Almighty.  ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the Lord Almighty.  ‘The glory of this present 

house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I will 

grant peace,’ declares the Lord Almighty.” 

Haggai 2:1-9 

 

There comes a time where the people of God must submit themselves to Him. We want and ask 

and pray, but yet we are not willing to always put in the effort. The people of God must stay true and 

faithful to His word, even in times where it looks like God isn't there. There is no person who will not be 

out through trial and tribulation and not have a thought that is “Will I make it out of this?” People have 

led themselves to believe that if we have faith it will all work out in the end. While yes, that is true, He 

tells us to have faith and to believe in the power of His might; however he also says “Faith without work 

is dead.” There we are wondering “Where is God?” He has always been right there with you every step of 

the way. He wants to prepare a better place for us than where we are now, but until we can make it 

through His test, we are not yet worthy of such a multitude. We only want to believe what we see is 

happening, but there are things going on that are related to the very situation we are in, but it is not in 

front of us. Think of a time where you wanted something and prayed and asked God to help you get to 

that point. You thought there was no way it was ever going to happen and at the very last second, it did. 

God hears us and he allows things to happen and in the end He has already worked it out for you, but you 

were not ready to see it. The only reason you were not ready is because your sight of what you could see 

overtook your faith. We as His children must walk by Faith and not by Sight. When He deems us worthy 

we will reach an upgrade point where the blessings will start to pour. Finally I say to you as you think of 

your life and you think things over in prayer, what upgrades have you received because you walked by 

faith? 

 

Ricky Goodwyn, Jr. 

 

Sunday, December 12 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, 13-17 

 

This scripture, like many others, draws one to think of the final coming of Jesus Christ. For me, 

spending too much time and energy thinking of that event has two things against it. First, to me Jesus was 

always warning against trying to spot that time in the future. It was a time to be ready for it, but to be 

ready by how you are living, not by whether your bags are packed. Second, thinking too much of the 

future coming of Christ allows you less time to do today’s business. In other words, would I rather Christ 

arrive and interrupt me when I was helping someone who has a difficult problem OR would I rather 
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Christ arrive as I was standing at the door looking at the driveway and wondering why He hasn’t shown 

up yet? 

Yes, Advent is the time Christians are called to look forward to Christ’s Coming. But we cannot 

control the future or the past. Not even a little. I always think Paul assumed the Return was right around 

the corner. If so, he was off by a couple of thousand years. And, we certainly cannot control the past. 

Wouldn’t we love to do that even a little bit? The good news is we can control (not completely but a lot) 

the present. Our Advent responsibility is to use the past to do better, using prayers for the future to plan 

better, and using each moment of each day to be better. 

 

Prayer:  God, help us to use each day to reflect on the past, to hope and rely on you for the future, but to not 

let neither past nor future take our eyes off the important work you need us to do in the present. Amen. 
 

Larry Clark 
 

Monday, December 13 

Revelation 3:7-13 

 

 Revelation 3:7-13, the final book of the Bible, was created in response to questions from parish 

members of the existing churches, each one created for members of the individual congregation.  John 

writes to the seven churches that are in Asia, assuring them that he loves them,  frees them from their 

sins, and that he is coming soon, even to those who oppose or choose him.  He declares that he is patient 

and the reader will receive powers that will not be taken away.  He who overcomes will receive the right 

to sit down to hear what the spirit receives.  Then they listen to the voices of many angels praising the 

listeners.  The four living creatures said, “Amen.” 
 

Lynda McConnell 
 

Tuesday, December 14 

Revelation 3:14-22 

 

 John speaks to the seven churches of Asia Minor in this Revelation, with the most disturbing 

message being delivered to the church at Laodicea.  Unlike the other churches referenced in the early 

chapters of Revelation, Laodicea is not really a problem congregation or an outstanding example.  The 

text refers to them as lukewarm.  Indifferent if you will, not really concerned about the work of the 

church, just sort of biding their time and meandering through life.  This becomes disturbing for two 

reasons.  First, the response is pretty gross.  In polite company you do not spit things out of your mouth.  

The image is revolting and somehow does not seem to fit with our understanding of how we would 

describe a church.  After all, the church is not doing anything horrible, they are just lukewarm.  It should 

give us pause that such a revolting remark is attributed to them.  Second, it sure sounds a lot like the 

church today.  While not thinking directly about our congregation, you could easily describe many 

churches in a lukewarm fashion.  Not doing anything to really get noticed, either good or bad.  If we were 
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to look at our own context, I am sure we could find examples of the tepid nature of our life together.  

While I think there are aspects of Otterbein that do not fit that description, sometimes it does hit a little 

close to home. 

 

Adam Blagg 
 

Wednesday, December 15 

Zechariah 3:1-10 

 

Advent is the season when we are called to actively wait and watch for the coming of “our God 

with us.” This passage from Zechariah is the message of the Bible in a nutshell.  This scripture describes 

Zechariah’s fourth vision in which he is witnessing a trial taking place in a heavenly courtroom.  Joshua, 

the high priest, is the defendant, the angel of the Lord is the Judge, and Satan is the prosecutor. Joshua is 

standing in dirty clothes.  The word translated “filthy” actually implies clothes covered in excrement and 

vomit.  This is how we as sinners are before the Lord. Joshua and the people of Israel needed to be 

cleansed of their sin. The angel removes the unclean garments and clothes Joshua with holy clothes. 

As sinners, we need to be cleansed of our sin before a righteous and holy God. This image of the 

changing of the clothes and turban of Joshua is a powerful image of the forgiveness God offers. The Lord 

removes our guilt and grants us purity. Through the Branch God will remove the sin of His people.  This 

vision is clear prophecy that the Messiah will come and remove the sin of God’s people through his 

sacrifice on their behalf.  Christmas is the profound story of the birth of that Savior, our Messiah. 

In Matthew 1:21, after explaining Mary was with child by the Holy Spirit, the angel told Joseph, 

“and she will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

Rejoice this season of Advent as we prepare for the coming of our Savior. May we all focus on what is 

truly important…don’t worry about the Christmas lists, the half-decorated tree and lights that aren’t 

working, the holiday movie you can’t find time to finish or the baking that waits to be done.  Instead, “let 

every heart prepare Him room.” Find room for Him in your heart for the One who makes us clean and 

came to save us from our sin. 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
 

Thursday, December 16 

Matthew 25:1-13 

 

I must admit, I was surprised as to how this scripture ended in the end. The believer in me 

expected this scripture to end in the jars of oil being shared amongst all the virgins as a means to help 

celebrate the event. I feel as though I grew up in an environment where that behavior would be 

encouraged. It was slightly jarring to see them denied entry and engagement in this way, but I think it 

also does make a lot of sense. I find it to be drawing parallels to how we must all engage ourselves to 

engage with the Lord. If we all prepare ourselves, if we all confess, and we all offer devout feelings 

unanimously, there will never be concern for such an occurrence to occur. It allows me to reflect on the 
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exchange we make in our traditional Sunday services too, as we unanimously read the text and pray in 

unison. Adam certainly guides us well, but it’s up to us individually to follow and hear the good news of 

the Gospel. This scripture provided me with a lot of perspective, something I can’t say about other study 

I’ve done in the past. 
 

Nicolas Gomez-Colon 
 

Friday, December 17 

Revelation 5:6-14  

 

Famous radio broadcaster Paul Harvey was famous for his catchphrase, “and now you know...the 

rest of the story.” Typically, we associate the above passage from Revelation with Easter.  However, as 

Christians who celebrate Christ’s entrance into the world at Christmas, we know where the rest of the 

story leads.  We know that Jesus came to earth as a baby and that through His Incarnation, followed by 

His life, Passion, and Resurrection, our loving God demonstrated His love for us. When Christ became 

man, He did so with the intention of dying for our sins. At Christmas we connect the birth of Christ and 

that celebration to His ultimate purpose - His death and resurrection at Easter. 

Chapter five of the Book of Revelation is a worship-filled account of praise and song. Jesus Christ, 

the Lamb of God, is declared worthy to receive power, riches, wisdom, might, honor, glory, and blessing. 

In these beautiful verses, three songs are sung. The first is A Song of Redemption, a new song (5:9-10). 

This song is sung by the 24 Elders and explains the Lamb’s worthiness. He was slain and through His 

sacrificial death He “purchased men for God.” The second song is A Song of Praise (5:11-12). The millions 

of angels sing this song in praise to the Lamb, “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, the Lamb is worthy of all 

praise.”  The third song is A Song to the Divine Lamb (5:13-14).  This song is sung by every creature in 

both heaven and earth and under the earth and in the sea. All creation acknowledges the Lamb, “to him 

who sits on the thone and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” Heaven 

cannot seem to refrain itself in Revelation Chapter 5 as it breaks out in songs of praises to the Lamb again 

and again. 

George Frideric Handel’s epic oratorio Messiah was written in three sections: Prophecy and 

Fulfillment, Suffering, and Redemption. “Worthy is the Lamb” is the final chorus of the massive 53 

movement work. It is the culmination and acclamation of Christ’s full and final victory as we hear 

unbridled joy in praise of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. The truth of this song will never fade because 

Jesus our Messiah, born in a manger as a helpless baby, ultimately became our Savior on the cross. Jesus, 

His life, death and resurrection is God’s sacrificial gift to you and me.  The question during this Advent 

season is how will we receive this sacrificial gift?  In anticipation of Christ’s birth and the eternal 

resounding praise of all creation, please listen to a recording of “Worthy is the Lamb” from Messiah, and 

use this time to praise Jesus, the Lamb and Redeemer, for who He is and what He has done. 

 

“Worthy is the Lamb” from Messiah: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngSsaSimi8A 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
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Saturday, December 18 

Matthew 25:31-46 

 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly 

glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

Matthew 25:31-33 

 

 The Parable of the Sheep and Goats is a direct description of the last judgment, stressing the need 

to be prepared.  The shepherd is equal to a king (this being God), the sheep to those being saved, and the 

goats to those who will not be saved. 

 At the judgment, Christ will separate the sheep and goats, with the sheep on the right and goats on 

the left.  The right will inherit the Kingdom because these people are the ones who have cared for the 

needs of the Lords’ brothers and sisters.  The left will be destined to everlasting punishment because they 

have not.  Revelation 6:8 tells us that God gave Death and Hell power over one-fourth of the earth.  This 

means over 25% of the earth will perish as non-believers. 

 Sheep and goats are sometimes grazed together.  They are separated at shearing time because 

their wools are of different grades.  Sheep are an emblem of meekness, patience, and submission, the 

qualities of our Lord.  Goats can be more destructive.  God knows who belongs to Him and who doesn’t. 

 I am the good shepherd, and I know my sheep, and my sheep know me.  John 10:14 

 The scripture also says: If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that 

God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  Romans 10:9 

 Some of you will remember our Shepherding Ministry here at Otterbein.  Jeanne Bobsin was my 

good Shepherd.  She was homebound, but kept in touch.  About two weeks before Christmas, I went to 

visit her.  She was in the living room reading and Mr. Bobsin was in the kitchen making old fashioned 

sugar cookies.  The cookies were very thin and cut with the old small Christmas cookie cutters that some 

of you may have – I do.  He was filling a huge popcorn tin with the baked cookies.  Jeanie said this was his 

Christmas tradition and he baked them every year for the children and grandchildren and that she stayed 

out of the kitchen. 

 Mr. Bobsin was aging with memory loss and he was slow and taking forever.  Being in my prime at 

the time, I decided to help him.  That day, Mr. Bobsin taught me meekness, endurance, tradition, patience, 

that he would rather do it himself, and not to eat the cookies.  He needed lots of cookies to fill his popcorn 

tin.  I left before he finished the cookies and cleaning the kitchen, but I was amazed at Mr. Bobsin’s 

determination.  My Christmas was a little brighter that year.   

  

Prayer (I am changing John Wesley’s words to a prayer): Dear Lord, help us to do all the good we can, by 

all the means we can, in all the ways we can, in all the places we can, at all the times we can, to all the 

people we can, as long as ever we can.  We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.  

 

Wilma Mitchell 
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Sunday, December 19 

Genesis 3:8-15 

 

I looked at this reference and wondered what I could say about Eve that would have anything to 

do with Mary and the birth of Jesus.  Eve has been idolized as the perfect creation of woman by our 

Creator.  Mary has been idolized by many cultures and peoples as the perfect woman, asked of God to 

bring the baby Jesus, son of God, perfect Lamb into the world. 

Our story of Mary and the baby Jesus has been smoothed over and romanticized to the point that 

we often forget the pain (spoken of in Genesis 3:16 “... in pain you will bring forth children”) involved 

in childbirth, the angst of the birth resulting in a perfectly formed child, with 10 fingers and 10 toes, the 

crying of the baby when hungry and wet and cold.  We forget the exhaustion of the mother after the pain 

and ordeal of childbirth as we see her in pictures smiling at her sleeping baby in a rough manger and 

serene with her guests, the shepherds and farm animals. 

It is hard for us to get to the point of the suffering that whole scene suggests.  In Genesis we are 

told of the pain of childbirth, a consequence of man and woman's disobedience in the Garden of Eden.  It 

is no surprise, but we often put that to the side as we consider the birth of our Saviour and the surpassing 

joy of His coming.  We can almost not consider the pain that He will suffer in His later years on the cross.   

Perhaps we could better empathize with Mary and Joseph if we were to remember that they were 

refugees at the time of Jesus' birth.  We live with refugees on our borders, on our TVs, and in our midst.  

And yet it is easy for us to turn away, to not feel their pains, their worries, their fears, their sadness.  We 

rarely get involved in their real lives, or see that they have food each day, a place to sleep each night, a 

school for children, a job for adults, an eventual home in which to grow and thrive. 

May God change our hearts of stone to hearts of love and care for all people, but especially for 

refugees like Mary and Joseph, and those who can only wander the earth without a permanent home.  

And may this season of Advent thrill our hearts anew as we remember Jesus' coming then and now. 

 

Judi Espinoza 

 

Monday, December 20 

 Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 

The Lord your God is in your midst, like a warrior to keep you safe; 

He will rejoice over you and be glad; He will show you His love once more. 

Zephaniah 3:17 (NEB) 

 

Five days until Christmas.  By this time we are either ready, tired, excited, stressed, peaceful, 

frantic, or numb.  Hopefully God has been traveling with us through Advent, when we are quiet and take a 

deep breath we feel His presence.  This is what the birth of a baby in a stable came to do, to teach us how 

to live and feel His presence. 
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Regardless of the gifts we receive, the gift of Jesus is the one that brings comfort, joy, peace, and love 

throughout our lives.  Celebrating Christmas each year gives us the opportunity to see Him anew.  To see 

Him as a baby, the freshness of a new beginning. We listen and read the accounting of His birth and how it 

affected the shepherds, the wise men, the magic that was all around.  We can feel His presence in our lives 

today as we live through sadness, tough decisions, joyful celebrations, a pandemic, loss of loved ones.  It's 

the gift that doesn't wear out, the gift that does not get old, it is the gift that grows stronger by our time 

spent with Him.  We read, we wait, we help others, we care.  We end up sharing the gift that comes to us 

each season of Christmas. 

 

Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, as the days grow closer to celebrating the love you showed by sending your 

only son as a gift to all, may we receive the true meaning of Christmas.  Amen. 

 

Anna Steele 

 

Tuesday, December 21 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee,  to a 

virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s name was 

Mary.  When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” She was confused by 

these words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is 

honoring you.  Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great 

and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. He 

will rule over Jacob’s house forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.” Then Mary said to the angel, 

“How will this happen since I haven’t had sexual relations with a man?” The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit 

will come over you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born 

will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a 

son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for 

God.” Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left 

her.  

Luke 1:26-38 (CEB) 

 

What does it mean to say “yes” to God? 

Mary was confused by the words the angel spoke, questioning, wondering how she could be 

“favored.” As a young teenage girl, she struggled to understand this visitor who was telling her not to be 

afraid. It wasn’t until the angel told her that her older, supposedly barren relative, Elizabeth was 

pregnant that she responded positively, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you said.” She 

didn’t know the hardships that would follow, travelling to Bethlehem 9 months pregnant, giving birth 

away from home in a place where the animals stay, having to flee as a refugee with baby and husband to a 

foreign land… She didn’t know the pain that would come as a mother. She didn’t know the joys that would 
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fill her heart, the heartbreak and worry. Even so, Mary said “yes.” And because of God choosing her, 

because of her acceptance and commitment, we give thanks and celebrate the gracious gift of Jesus!  

“God is not ashamed of human lowliness. He enters right into it. He chooses a human being to be 

his instrument and works his wonders where they are least expected.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for your steadfast love that chooses us to be your partners in grace and 

mercy as we serve a hurting world. Grant us joy in service, love for all your children and peace as we seek 

your will. Thank you for Jesus. Amen. 

 

Pat Wingert 

 

Wednesday, December 22 

Luke 1:39-56 

 

Christmas is a Joyous time of year! Despite the hustle and bustle of shopping, preparing meals, 

visiting friends and family, and extra church activities, there is a “feeling” of happiness and celebration 

that fills the air. Granted, there is a gross commercialization of the season with Santa Claus, expensive 

gifts and extremely over-emphasized secular traditions.  

But, there are other traditions grounded in the true meaning and impact of Christmas on our 

world. The verses in Luke referenced above tell of when Mary, mother of Jesus, visited Elizabeth, her 

aunt, who was carrying a long awaited child that would grow to be John the Baptist. Upon Mary’s arrival, 

Elizabeth exclaimed that at the sound of her voice her baby in the womb leaped for joy as she knew by 

the Holy Spirit Mary was to be the mother of “my Lord.” Elizabeth asked why she was so favored that 

Mary would come to visit her. 

Mary’s response, in song, was that she was rejoicing in God because He remembered her, a humble 

servant, to bestow such a great honor on her, and that God had performed so many great acts on many 

who were much greater than she. So, she was glorifying the Lord for extending this great honor and the 

resulting mercy for all who love Him through all generations just as He promised, and she wanted to 

share that glorious feeling of peace and God’s good will. 

As we go about the busyness and fun of Christmas, we also need to reflect on the great things God 

has done in our lives and rejoice LOUDLY for the greatest gift God has given us all , through Mary His 

humble servant - Jesus the Christ, Messiah, Savior, our Lord ! 

 

PEACE and Good Will to All – MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Mike Earman 
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Thursday, December 23 

Galatians 3:1-14 

 

Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for  

“The one who is righteous will live by faith.” 

Galatians 3:11 (NRSV) 

 

Just for fun, several years ago I took an online character-trait analysis test. I don’t remember much 

about the results except for two things:  

1. I have a tendency to heed rules and obey laws.  

2. My son scored the same traits, so apparently the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.  

I am most comfortable abiding by rules and generally conducting myself as a law-abiding citizen. 

At the same time, I’ve often thought, “I’m glad I didn’t live during Old Testament times with so many rigid 

religious laws!” I’m certain I would have been reluctant to slaughter a lamb to offer as a sacrifice.  

No matter how many rules and laws we follow, or how many good deeds we perform, we can’t 

earn a place in heaven. Being a “good person” cannot deliver us from sin and its consequences. Gone are 

old covenant religious laws. Our salvation was gifted to us by the grace of God through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. When you believe in that blessed gift and confess your sin, you are forgiven 

in the name of Jesus Christ. As a believer, Jesus’ teachings and righteous example form the basis of the life 

you strive to lead as you demonstrate love, kindness, and mercy toward others. 

My sin is forgiven, not by anything that I could ever do, but by my faith in the new covenant 

redeeming blood shed by Jesus Christ on the cross. The favorite hymn, “Amazing Grace” has many 

beautiful verses, especially this portion of the second verse: “…how precious did that grace appear the 

hour I first believed.” 

 

Prayer: Almighty God, thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, and for your mercy and amazing grace.  Amen. 

    

Carole Gaines 

 

Friday, December 24 

Matthew 1:18-25 

An Angel Appears to Joseph 

 

Although not the biological father of Jesus, the first chapter of Matthew lists Joseph in the 

genealogy of Jesus covering 42 generations and, while Luke’s Gospel features Mary much more than 

Joseph, in Matthew we are given a look into the character of Joseph.  It is only in Matthew that we read 

the account of an angel appearing to Joseph.  Matthew focuses on Joseph’s obedience to the angel’s 

message, while Luke highlights the obedience of Mary.   

Joseph is described here as “righteous” – he lives by God’s law.  However, he is not SELF-righteous 

which would probably have caused him to demand harsh justice for Mary.  Instead, before his visit from 
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an angel, Joseph had decided to divorce Mary quietly so as to spare her unnecessary pain.  This shows his 

deep love for her as well as his kind character. 

Because according to the Jewish law at this time, engagements were legal and binding on both 

sides and an official divorce was required to break them.  A breach of this “contract” was considered 

adultery and punished severely.  Joseph could have had Mary stoned to death according to the law, but 

everything changed after his visit from “an angel of the Lord.” 

This passage describes the many admirable traits of Joseph:  he was righteous, he had mercy, he 

had faith, he was obedient.  He has set for us a good example. 

 

Rosalie Bailey 

 

Saturday, December 25 

Zechariah 2:10-13 

 

Maybe not the most familiar of texts for Christmas, but it really does say all we need to know.  I 

also am becoming more accustomed to hearing God’s message through the unfamiliar.  After all, exactly 

what is familiar about the traditional texts for Christmas day?  The familiarity is in their retelling, not the 

content.  Who can really feel common connection with a young family travelling via donkey to attend a 

census in a town far away where there are some old family ties?  Who amongst us tended the sheep in the 

field last night, and happened to encounter angels bearing tiding of great joy, telling us to go barge into a 

newborn’s stable?  Or which of us has followed a star through the desert to visit a king as foretold in 

prophecies from someone else’s religious texts?  We have no direct association with any of these stories, 

but logically we actually understand the prophet Zechariah. 

 We sing our praises at Christmas for we have known the presence of the Messiah in our lives.  We 

celebrate across the world that God has dwelt with us and continues to do so through the presence of the 

Holy Spirit.  Our familiarity with the Christmas story comes not from knowing what is was like to live in 

first century Palestine, but to be recipients in kind of the love of God for all people.  We hear the angels’ 

song and story for the love of God came to dwell with us and we have never been the same.  So it does not 

matter whether the text is new to us or so familiar that we know it in the depths of our being; what does 

matter is that we acknowledge that its love is new and familiar each and every day. 

 Merry Christmas! 

 

Adam Blagg 
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