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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
5:30 pm 

Informal Worship Service 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

for all ages 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Rev. Faith Fowler 
Associate Pastor of Health & 

Wellness 
faithfowler@vaumc.org 

 

Sandy Schaefer 
Music Director / Organist 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 
 x210 for Faith 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the October issue is Tuesday, September 15 by 3 

pm.  All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles 

for the Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the 

church office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 

15
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Phyllis Albrite 

Wilda Billhimer 

Gary Billingsley 

Marilyn Blagg 

Millie Bruce 

Pat Brunk 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 

Rev. Samuel Espinoza 

Carole Gaines 

Judy Grandle 

Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Norma Heath 

Barbara Henry 

Silas Herndon 

Bennie & Gloria 

Hildebrand 

John Hoffnagle 

Charlene Hunley 

Dot Jones 

Evelyn Keane 

Glen Langston 

Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 

Orpha Miller 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 

Ron & Mary Ellen 

Rohrbaugh 

Linda Stephens 

Martha Taylor 

Charlie Tibbits 

Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Jim Wingert 

Rev. Richard Worden 

Anita Yount 

Stephen Brown, an announcer for the FM radio station 

BBN (Bible Broadcasting Network) once told of the courageous 

plight of the devout Christians in North Korea.  He said they 

must worship and study the Bible underground by candlelight.  

Instead of singing, they must hum their hymns so as not to be 

heard.  Stephen Brown asked that these Christians be 

remembered in everyone’s prayers.  



 

Heritage Project—Church History Book 
 
 The newest book chronicling the history of 

Otterbein UMC (1894-2020) is well on its way to your 
bookshelf!  Pictures enhance the content, as well as the 
design of the full-color cover.  Readers will enjoy the 
reader-friendly timeline approach to the telling of the 
story.  
  

Some additional features include: 

 transcripts of member’s video interviews and all 
remembrances shared for Otterbein’s 125th 
Anniversary Celebration. 

 lighthearted anecdotes scattered among the 
traditional historical facts. 

 a dedicated “tributes” chapter (“in honor…” and 
“in memory…”) created in appreciation for the 
generous donations given to offset publication 
costs.  (THANKS to all who contributed!) 

 
 Let us know if you anticipate purchasing a copy. 

This estimate will guide the quantity we order from the 
printing company.  Don’t be left out! Consider ordering 
an extra copy as a gift! 
 
Projected delivery of the completed book is Fall 2020. 

 

 Contact Patsy or Carole with your estimate of the 
number of copies you might purchase, or if you have 
questions. 

 Patsy Liskey:  434-2196 or patsyliskey@live.com 

 Carole Gaines:  289-1729 or 
 carolemgaines@gmail.com 

 2020 has been a different year and one that I hope 

we never have to repeat.  Every time we think things are 

beginning to return to some semblance of normal, COVID 

or some other disaster rears its head and we hunker down 

to fight again.  I pray that the peak of hurricane season 

does not think it needs to shine in 2020.  Our initial plans 

were to be back in worship shortly after Easter; how silly 

that reflection seems at this point.  We realistically are 

probably not going to have in-person worship until an 

effective vaccine is widely available.  I know that sounds 

awful, but it is probably the reality that we face at 

Otterbein.  

 On the bright side, this means we will have a robust 

method of delivering content in a different format going 

forward.  Bible Study via Zoom is something we could do 

all the time, morphing it with an in-person format once 

that returns.  We will also be able to provide ongoing 

worship in a virtual format.  This means that people will 

always have access to worship, even when illness, 

vacation, or inclement weather prevent them from 

attending in person.  I never thought that OUMC would 

become a completely virtual location, but it will be nice 

to provide that option moving forward.  Absence from the 

geographical proximity of our church building will no 

longer be an obstacle to being a part of our community.    

 There are still things to be worked out, and this in no 

way precludes our desire and intention to return to 

in-person worship, but moving  continued next page... 



Fall Bible Study 
 We will begin our fall study in a 

virtual format, with one session being 

held at 6 pm on Tuesdays.  We will be 

working through the Gospel of Luke this 

year, with time also being spent in Amos, Psalms, and Paul’s 

pastoral letters.  I hope you can make a place in your 

schedule to attend.  Hopefully by the spring we will be back 

to meeting in person.  
 

 Sept. 8 – Oct. 13 Luke  

 Oct. 20 – Nov. 17  OT Study:  Amos  

 Dec. 1 – Dec. 22 Advent Study: Shepherds and 

    Wisemen  

 Jan. 12 – Feb. 16 Psalms and Songs  

 Feb. 23 – Mar. 30 Luke  

 Apr. 13 – May 18 Pastoral Letters  

 May 25 – Jun. 15 Applying the Text  

forward, a hybrid model will be the reality of worship and 

communal life at Otterbein.  Our denomination will need 

to address the challenges of Holy Communion, which 

have been in discussion for some time, but our current 

pandemic will speed up that process, or at least I hope it 

will.  We also know that as people we still need bodily 

connection to each other.  Nothing virtual can replace 

passing the peace, greeting your neighbor when you 

arrive, or standing in the parking lot talking about life.  We 

know these things will still need to happen, but a second 

option from time to time should only help the ongoing 

work of discipleship to flourish.  

      Adam 

God, spending time alone with the Lord in devotion and reflection, 

praying throughout your day, abstaining from something to refine 

your focus on the Lord, engaging in holy and edifying 

conversation with other believers, praying with others for the 

needs in our world, serving in ways that display God’s justice 

and mercy.  As we do these things, our relationship with the Lord 

grows stronger and we grow in intimacy with Him.  We are 

encouraged and transformed by His love. 

 

 I bless you to experience His delight over you and to be 

strengthened in Him.  May your sole desire be for the Lord. You 

are in my prayers and you ARE blessed! 

 

    In the matchless name of Jesus, 

          Pastor Faith 

College Chorale Endowment  

 

It is with great excitement that we come to the end of our 

College Chorale Endowment Campaign.  During the 1
st
 

Quarter of 2020, we invested $40,000 in the endowment 

fund that will be used for the foreseeable future to provide a 

scholarship for the College Chorale.  Over the ensuing years 

we will use the growth of this fund to support the College 

Chorale.  While we have reached our target, we will gladly 

still continue to accept donations, which will allow the fund 

to grow and provide even more long term support to the 

music ministry of Otterbein.  Thanks again for all your gifts to 

this vital part of our ministry to young musicians in our 

community.  



Dear Otterbein Family, 

 

 Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  As I considered what I wanted to share with you this 

month, what came to my mind was encouragement and blessing.  

It has been a rough time in our country—and we are still in the 

midst of it.  Very little has remained the same.  There has been 

tremendous loss and so much to grieve.  My encouragement 

comes to you from the Word of God: 

 

“I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I find 

myself. I know how to make do with little, and I know how to 

make do with a lot. In any and all circumstances I have learned 

the secret of being content—whether well fed or hungry, 

whether in abundance or in need. I am able to do all things 

through him who strengthens me.” 

Philippians 4:11-13, CSB 

 

 Everyday, we have the opportunity to draw on our faith and 

hope in God, lift our chins, and fix our eyes on Jesus.  We have 

the opportunity to take our cues from His gaze.  The Lord is not 

surprised by what we are going through.  He sees us—He hears 

us—He knows how hard it is.  I believe the Lord would say: 

 

“Come to me—let me teach you to be content in me—so that no 

matter what happens, we are together—you in me—me in you.  

Come and abide in my love.  Let me give you MY strength—

experience the lightness of my load.  Let go of what you can’t 

control.  Surrender all to me everyday and let me lead you 

through this.  Let’s move through this time together.  No matter 

what happens, I am with you and I am for you.” 

 

 May I encourage you to practice your spiritual disciplines: 

daily Bible reading with the Holy Spirit as your guide, praying 

through the Scriptures, memorizing and meditating on the Word of 

continued next page... 

Sunday, August 30 at 10:30 am is the 
new date for Otterbein United 
Methodist Men’s Sunday Morning 
Worship service.  Rev. Dr. Gary A. 
Ziegler, the Circuit Rider Preacher, is 
our scheduled guest speaker.  The 
service will be recorded for YouTube 
and will include recordings of previous music by the Otterbein 
Men’s Fellowship.  Thanks so much to Adam, Melissa Miller, and 
Sandy Schaefer for helping set this up. 
 
Our Annual Spaghetti Supper is now scheduled for 
Saturday, October 24 and will be available for 
curbside pickup and home delivery.  Due to the 
continued virus restrictions, no inside dining in 
Memorial Hall.  The menu will be spaghetti with 
meat sauce, garlic bread, salad (you can add your own 
dressing!), and dessert.  Look for additional details in the 
October Tidings for how you can preorder your delicious 
spaghetti supper from the men!       
 
Our monthly breakfast/prayer meetings have resumed at 
Thomas House Restaurant in Dayton.  This month’s meeting is 
Saturday, September 26.  We begin at 7:30 am.  Attendees are 
asked to wear a mask entering and leaving the restaurant.  We 
will be sitting following proper physical distancing guidelines.   
 
For additional information concerning our fellowship, please 
check our website: https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-
methodist-men 
 
Leadership/Planning Team 
Bill Pollard 
Carter Ritchie 
Dylan Andrade 

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men


UMW News 
 

Hello!  We hope you have been well 

and safe during this downtime. 

 

The third quarter “Pledge to Mission” payment is due in 

September and since we have been unable to meet, it will be 

necessary to bring our pledges up-to-date and mail the 

check to Jo Ann Liskey (4856 Shen Lake Drive, 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801) by September 8.  Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 

At the present time, most of our UMW District events have 

been cancelled for this year or are being taught through the 

computer. 

 

We were fortunate to have completed enough goals before 

the Coronavirus to earn the “Six Channels of Mission 

Giving” award and the Gold Award for “Living Into Our 

Purpose.”  I understand that the unit will be recognized, but 

no awards will be giving.  Our Reading Program has also 

been completed, but you will probably not receive a 

certificate. 

 

We may not be able to meet as a unit this year.  If not, 

please continue to pray for our country and our church 

members and hope that we can soon get back to normalcy.  

Don’t 

forget to do your civic duty and VOTE!  Please be safe. 

 

May the Lord watch between thee and me, 

when we are absent one from another. 
 

Genesis 31:49 (NKJV) 

Trustees Report to the Congregation 
 

The Trustees have not met for awhile and projects have 

slowed down.  Several updates: 
 

1. The city has finally completed sewer and gas line work 

in the alley.  

2. The meter pipes in the lower parking lots were recently 

cut off by Don Liskey.  John Liskey, Jr. and I filled the 

holes with cement.  Much appreciation to them for 

assisting in this project.  

3. The new heating system project for the Sanctuary is still 

in the planning stage by Landes Heating.  No updates to 

report as of this date.  

4. Melvin Falls has been doing a lot of repairs around the 

church, including painting the porch rails on the office 

building.  

5. Bill Holden Renovation, assisted by John Liskey,Jr., 

repaired the roof leaks and hopefully this will stop the 

plaster from falling in the sanctuary.  

6. Thanks for all the donations to Cash Day.  Funds were 

used to finance the Sunday School wing lighting project.  

A special thanks to Randy Nelson for the donation of his 

time in completing this project. 
 

      John Liskey, 

      Trustees Chair 

The family of Judy Liskey would like to 
extend their sincere gratitude for the prayers, 
cards, and phone calls during this difficult time.  

Your support has been greatly appreciated. 
 

       Carol West & family 
            Brian Liskey 



coming back!  Nine states introduced bills to recycle beverage 
containers and now a national bill is part of the dialogue. 

11. Funding toward recycling:  Diverting dizzying amount of funds 
from designing and marketing new products to recycling the 
end product. 

12. Rentable reusable cups: Single-use cups are following closely 
behind plastic bags as the next cultural faux pas.  Major event 
venues and festivals are investing in rentable, reusable cups. 

13. Renting is the new buying. Fashion is just one of many 
industries that is transforming our ideas of ownership. Major 
brands like American Eagle and Ann Taylor are turning to 
rental models, while places like ThredUp make it easy to resell 
your gently used clothes. 

 

I believe this should give us all reason to hope and inspiration to 
do our part in making God’s creation what he wants it to be. 
 
     Keeping the faith, 
     Vicki Gaines 

Finances  
 

Thanks to everyone who has been faithful in their giving to 
the church during this unique time we are living through.  
Our budgetary requirements have been met and we are 

up-to-date on our apportionments.  We are remaining 
financially stable through this time of virtual worship. 

We are also very pleased to note that our extra mile giving 

has been extraordinary as well.  Thanks to everyone who has 
given abundantly to make sure that others have all they 

need during the ongoing challenges of 2020. 
 

The numbers below reflect giving through July 31:  
 

RMH Employee Relief Fund    $2,100 
Our Community Place     $2,508 

Helping Children Worldwide COVID Response $1,000 
COVID-19 Community Response Fund  $3,670 
       Total  $9,278  

https://www.waste360.com/waste-reduction/circular-fashion-expected-be-top-focus-2020
https://www.today.com/style/5-new-online-clothing-rental-services-t151618
https://www.today.com/style/5-new-online-clothing-rental-services-t151618


  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 
Romans 15:13  

 

HOPE 
 

 As I was researching current data for this article, it 
became evident that the pandemic has greatly exacerbated the 
problem of our global dependency on plastics.  The fear of being 
exposed to the COVID-19 has led to decreased use of reusable 
shopping bags.  And, in an effort to support local restaurants, 
take-out, served in disposable containers, has become more 
popular.  These are just two examples of how the pandemic has 
increased the number of items we’re putting in either recycling 
bins or trash.  This brings up other issues: Because of the 
pandemic, are our recycling businesses open and staffed?  Can 
they handle the increased amounts of recyclable waste?  The 
questions go on and on.  
 As someone who likes to find good in all the bad news, I 
started searching for good news and found it at 
www.waste360.com.  I’m going to summarize several of the 20 
good news reasons there is hope for our environment.  To read 
the full list and article, please go to the website, read thoroughly, 
and feel hopeful.  If that doesn’t increase your optimism, know 
that this and all other issues can be solved through our belief that 
God is in control. 
 

From the article 20 Reason to Recycle Hope in 2020: 
The conversations have started! 

 

1. National legislation on recycling:  We’ve seen more national 
bills introduced to improve recycling in the past year than the 
industry has seen in total over the past two decades. 

2. Corporate commitments:  It’s hard to name a major brand or 
company that hasn’t made a public commitment in the last 
two years to reduce plastic, recycle more continued next page... 

and /or reduce their carbon emissions. 
3. State and local policy:  State legislators and local 

policymakers around the country want to help fix recycling, 
and there is a dizzying array of policies in nearly every 
legislature and many city councils.  

4. Rising awareness of consumption emissions:  Climate action 
plans have traditionally focused on carbon emissions, energy 
production, and transportation systems, but there is growing 
awareness that we can’t address climate change without also 
addressing our consumption. 

5. Community composters: These hard-working entrepreneurs 
are the real deal when it comes to using business as a force 
for good, creating new jobs and local economic value while 
recovering tons of organic waste in the process. 

6. Carbon farming:  Just adding compost to our soils is a simple 
yet remarkable way to actually pull carbon down out of the 
atmosphere and slow climate change.  

7. Brands working with each other, and with recyclers: Brands, 
along with recyclers, are coming together to cooperatively 
work on common packaging problems to produce containers 
which are more environmentally responsible.  

8. Food recovery: This is the quintessential example of the 3Rs 
and highlights the need to reduce and reuse before recycling 
or composting. In trying, we are also addressing deeper issues 
around hunger and social inequality, and seeing new and 
strengthened partnerships between groups working on all of 
these complex issues. 

9. The rising voice of youth:  Local kids are coming out to testify 
at city council meetings and meeting with state legislators.  
It’s the local school children correctly composting their lunch 
scraps and recycling their juice boxes.  College Students are 
mobilizing to create systemic change on campuses in the 
coming years. 

10. Bans and fees on single-use plastics:  Remember carrying our 
soda bottles back to the store for refills & buying milk in 
returnable bottles?  On a large scale it’s 

continued next page... 

https://www.waste360.com/business-operations/fish-highlights-wms-2020-vision-sustainability-forum
https://www.waste360.com/plastics/single-use-plastics-bans-continue-gain-momentum

