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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
5:30 pm 

Informal Worship Service 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

for all ages 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Rev. Faith Fowler 
Associate Pastor of Health & 

Wellness 
faithfowler@vaumc.org 

 

Sandy Schaefer 
Music Director / Organist 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 
 x210 for Faith 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the June issue is Monday, May 18 by 9 am.  All 

groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the 

Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church 

office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 18
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Phyllis Albrite 

Wilda Billhimer 

Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 

Pat Brunk 

Rev. & Mrs. Carson 

Jeremy Cook 

Jennifer Cordova 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Allen Dellinger 

Jeremy Driver 

Nancy East 

Rev. Samuel Espinoza 

Halcie Fishback 

Carole Gaines 

Judy Grandle 

Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Rev. Isaac Harper 

Laura Headlee 

Norma Heath 

Barbara Henry 

Silas Herndon 

Bennie & Gloria 

Hildebrand 

John Hoffnagle 

Charlene Hunley 

Dot Jones 

Evelyn Keane 

Glen Langston 

Janet Liskey 

Judy Liskey 

Allene McCoy 

Orpha Miller 

James Neff 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 

Ron & Mary Ellen 

Rohrbaugh 

William Smith 

Linda Stephens 

Martha Taylor 

Craig Thompson 

Charlie Tibbits 

Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Rev. Richard Worden 

Anita Yount 

It was announced earlier this month 

that Annual Conference, originally 

scheduled to be held in Roanoke in 

June, has been postponed. 

The new dates of the Conference 

will be September 18-19, 2020. 

The location is yet to be determined. 



A Letter from Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
 
Dear Virginia Annual Conference, 
 

 The Apostle Paul writes in Philippians 4:6 “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” (NIV)  
Prayer is essential to sustain our faith and Jesus Christ modeled 
a life of prayer. 
 

 I would like to thank several of you that have suggested a 
corporate prayer time for the Virginia Annual Conference.  I am 
very blessed to lead an annual conference that believes in the 
power of the petitioned prayer! 
 

 Please join me at 12 noon every day and pray the printed 
prayer below.  Let us invoke the power of the Great Physician to 
do a mighty work in eradicating this disease all over the world. 
 

     Peace and Blessings, 
 

     Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
 
Almighty God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
 

We thank you for your blessings, past, present and future.  You 
are our rock and the source of our hope in all things and at all 
times.  As Jehovah Jireh, our provider God, we ask you this day to 
stretch out your mighty hand and eradicate from the face of the 
earth forever this virus called COVID-19 (coronavirus) that is 
spreading rapidly from continent to continent. 
 

We also pray that you, Jehovah Rapha, our healing God, would 
place your hand upon all of those who have been stricken by this 
virus and restore them to full health.  Be with those who have lost 
loved ones and are grieving.  Protect all who are caring for those 
with this virus and keep them from contracting it themselves.  
Calm our fears and provide us with your peace that surpasses all 
understanding.  Strengthen us with the joy of the Lord and help 
us to hold firmly to the hope that only you can provide. 
 

Unify us that we, the Virginia Annual Conference, may be able to 
experience anew the promise of your presence in and through the 
unity of our faith, hope, and trust in you in the days ahead and 
forever.  We offer this prayer in the mighty name of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 I write this from the confines of the church, but it is a much 

different space than normal.  We have not worshipped in person for 

over a month now, and although we have found alternative methods 

to gather, it’s just not quite the same.  As I have spent time in 

reflection about the challenges and opportunities this time apart has 

provided, I can’t help but think about the long lasting impacts this is 

going to have on our shared lives in the Otterbein community.  That 

reflection extends beyond Otterbein and probably applies to many 

other congregations, but I’ll limit my thoughts to the setting we know 

best.  

            Two ideas that have been floated by various people I have 

spoken to are interesting.  First, the time apart will be good for the 

health of the church long-term.  People will miss what they might 

have been taking for granted and we will see a renewed interest in 

worship and community life.  The other is just the opposite.  Time 

apart will break habits and people will find it hard to move back to a 

routine of regular worship attendance; the pandemic will only hasten 

the decline we have been seeing in our numbers.  Most likely, we will 

see something between these two and it will look different as it  

applies to each family/person and different in each congregational 

setting.  I am unsure of what things will look like when normal 

returns, and am also unsure of what a new normal will look like. 

Every indication seems to point to a long extended adaptation to a 

new way of operating, but then again, I have no special insight into 

that either. 

            What I would say is that healthy systems will survive and less 

healthy ones will struggle.  This would apply as a whole to 

congregations, but also to systems within the continued next page... 



church as well.  Areas of vitality will continue to function after all of 

this goes away, and places that are struggling now will most likely 

continue to struggle.  A quick example would be Sunday School 

attendance.  It has been in decline over multiple years; this prolonged 

absence is almost certainly not going to help those numbers.  On the 

other hand, we have been forced to use technology to communicate 

and it has become a strength.  It should continue to be an asset for 

the foreseeable future if properly nurtured.    

 These though are asides in my real thinking about what this 

pandemic means for Otterbein.  What I have witnessed before Covid-

19 and during the crisis is a strong sense of community at OUMC.  We 

do a good job of relating to each other and caring for each other in 

the midst of the joys and challenges of life.  2019 was a great example 

of how we are able to celebrate and mourn together.  We cared for 

each other during the loss of loved ones and celebrated the legacy of 

125 years, both done in ways that give me hope for what God calls us 

to be as a community.  In my rambling thoughts, I often wonder how 

others deal with the hardships of life when they have no church family 

to relate to.  I have often downplayed the significance of church 

membership numbers when you connect it to effectiveness of 

discipleship.  I still don’t think I am wrong in my assessments, but I do 

look at church membership differently after this current pandemic.  

Being connected to church, even if you just casually attend and really 

don’t get involved, keeps you connected to a community that is, by its 

nature, structured to care for you in the most significant moments of 

life.  This is not the only reason to be a part of a church, and maybe 

not the most important, but it could the most impactful.  Knowing 

that you have a built-in support system that is stable, loving, and 

grounded in God’s grace is a good thing.  We should continue to 

remember this and let others know that is what we strive for at 

Otterbein. 
 

      Adam 



 

UMW News 
 

Due to the Coronavirus quarantine, 

all Otterbein, District, and Conference 

UMW meetings are cancelled through 

June.  This includes assembling the  

        Kits for Conference. 
 

NOTE:  The second quarter Pledge to Mission is due by June 

10.  Please bring your pledge up to date through June and 

mail to Jo Ann Liskey, 4856 Shen Lake Drive, Harrisonburg, 

VA 22801, by June 9.  For questions, please call Jo Ann at 

434-2997. 
 

The “Candle Burning” meeting scheduled for May will be 

held at a later date. 

Spaghetti Supper Moved 
to Saturday, September 19th 

 

The Otterbein United Methodist Men’s 
Fellowship are planning to have our 
annual Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, 
September 19th.  As you know, because 
of restrictions concerning gathering at the church due to the virus 
outbreak, we were unable to have our meal event in April as earlier 
scheduled. 
 

Concerning our monthly meetings at Thomas House on the 4th 
Saturday: at the time of this writing, we are still unsure when we will 
be able to meet in person again for a meal and fellowship.  We will 
continue to monitor the situation and email announcements of our 
future plans to those on our mailing list.  If you would like to be 
included on that mailing list, please call or email Bill Pollard 
(540-421-3256 or pollard49@comcast.net) and your info will be added. 
  

While some of the information may no longer be accurate, you are 
invited to learn more concerning our group at our website: 
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men 



In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul instructed the new 

Christians in Ephesus to, "encourage one another in 

psalms, hymns and spiritual songs." (Ephesians 5:19) 
 

When we sing together in worship, we are not only singing 

to and praising God, we are singing to one another.  We 

have the opportunity to remind each other of eternal 

truths while forming a spiritual bond that binds us 

together as believers.  During these weeks we have not 

been able to worship together, we have missed the 

blessing of congregational singing in corporate worship.  

Carolyn Winfrey Gillette is a gifted contemporary hymn 

writer who pens hymns about how faith speaks through 

current events in the world.  The following is a hymn she 

wrote in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  I hope it 

will be a blessing to you as you sing or meditate on the 

text (it is set to the tune BEACH SPRING which we sing 

to Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service.   If you can't 

remember it, go to Hymnody.org or Google BEACH 

SPRING and you can hear the tune). 
 

When We Face and Unknown Future 
 

When we face an unknown future 

that we can't imagine yet, 

when the closeness we have treasured 

turns from blessing into threat; 

as we miss our friends and loved ones, 

as we crave community, 

may we look, God, in this season, 

for a whole new way to be. 

continued next page... 

Heritage Project—Church History Book 
 

As COVID-19 has impacted us in countless ways, we are 

extending the invitation to support the up-front costs of 

publishing and printing of the updated  history book of Otterbein 

UMC.  If you would like to assist in this effort, you many donate a 

free-will monetary contribution.  In return, we will be happy to 

honor or remember your loved one(s) in your name in a dedicated 

section of the printed book.  Thanks to all who have already 

contributed monetary gifts for this book! 
 

We could still use your best-guess estimate of how many books 

you might purchase.  The final price of the book will be a factor 

of many variables: one being the number of copies we need to have 

printed.  If you anticipate purchasing the book, please let us know 

and we will definitely have a copy(s) printed for you.  A few 

additional books will be printed and will be available on a 

first-come, first-served basis. 
 

Questions? 

Please contact Carole Gaines or Patsy Liskey. 

From the Trustees: 
 

 During this time of social distancing and being absent from the 

church, we have taken the opportunity to work on several projects in 

the physical plant.  The tower chimes are being refurbished and 

updated in two separate projects.  Since the last major work done in 

the chimes (1975), you can imagine that time has taken some toll on 

the mechanisms to ring the chimes.  Broken and worn out parts are 

being replaced to provide a better quality of sound.  We are also 

replacing the relays that have outlived their life expectancy.  Both of 

these repairs should provide years of music to the community. 
 

 We have also taken this opportunity to work on church lighting, 

both in the sanctuary and the fellowship wing.  When you come back 

to worship, you should notice a marked improvement.  There is also 

a proposal in place to do some asphalt work on the lower parking lot, 

this may or may not happen before we return to worship again.  The 

next Cash Day will go towards the work on church lighting. 



Pandemic 

 

What if you thought of it 

as the Jews consider the Sabbath— 

the most sacred of times? 

Cease from travel. 

Cease from buying and selling. 

Give up, just for now, 

on trying to make the world 

different than it is. 

Sing.  Pray.  Touch only those 

to whom you commit your life. 

Center down. 

 

And when your body has become still, 

reach out with your heart. 

Know that we are connected 

in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 

(You could hardly deny it now.) 

Know that our lives 

are in one another’s hands. 

(Surely, that has come clear.) 

Do not reach out your hands. 

Reach out your heart. 

Reach out your words. 

Reach out all the tendrils 

of compassion that move, invisibly, 

where we cannot touch. 

 

Promise this world your love— 

for better or for worse, 

in sickness and in health, 

so long as we all shall live. 

 

~Lynn Ungar, March 11, 2020 

 

 

This poem was shared in the April District UMW Newsletter. 

Jesus faced the lonely desert as a time to look within, 

there he met such trial and conflict; 

there he knew You were with him. 

In this time of separation 

when we miss the life we've known, 

may we hear your voice proclaiming: 

 "I am here! You're not alone." 
 

May we cherish those around us as we never have before. 

May we think much less of profit; 

may we learn what matters more. 

May we hear our neighbors' suffering; 

may we see our neighbors' pain. 

May we learn new ways of offering 

life and health and hope again. 
 

God, when illness comes to threaten, 

and when so much here goes wrong, 

may we know this thing for certain— 

that your love is sure and strong. 

You're beside us in our suffering, 

and when times are surely tough, 

we may face an unknown future, 

but it's filled, Lord, with your love. 
 

Until we can joyfully join in singing together again, may 

you find great peace knowing that we can rest assured we 

have a Father in heaven who is with us in all things. 

 

Sandy Schaefer 



Health & Wellness 
Praying the Scriptures 

 
“For this reason also, since the day we heard this, we haven’t stopped 

praying for you.  We are asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so 

that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing 
fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power according to His glorious might, so that 

you may have great endurance and patience, joyfully giving thanks to 
the Father, who has enabled you to share in the saints inheritance in 

the light.  He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.  In Him, we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
Colossians 1:9-14 

 
This passage is part of a letter that was written by Paul when he was 
in prison.  Do you know what it’s like to be in prison? 
 
Most of us would probably answer no to that question, but I’m 
curious if we might be able to identify with some of the ways Paul 
was feeling.  We might not be in a literal prison, but perhaps there 
are some days when it feels like we are!  The global pandemic we 
are in the midst of has created a sense of isolation, uncertainty and 
limitedness for most people…some much more than others.  Often 
times a sense of powerlessness accompanies such an experience. 
 
What can we do when we feel powerless?  What do we do when we 
cannot change our circumstances or control the outcomes? 
 
In this Scripture from Colossians, Paul modeled for us an option. 
We can pray.  We can pray for those we love that we are not able to 
be with and we can also pray for those whom we have never met.  
Paul did not personally know the people from the church in 
Colossae, he had only heard about them from a fellow minister of 
Jesus Christ, named Epaphras.  Even though he had never met them, 
because of the testimony concerning them, he was moved to pray for 
them. 
 

continued next page... 

Creation Care 
 
 We recently celebrated Earth Day 2020. which 

encouraged us to look at the earth as a precious gift 

we are given for a short period of time before we give 

it to the next generation.  The 50-year-old Earth Day 

slogan was “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.”  During our time 

of  staying at home, many of have been practicing  

reducing the amount of goods we buy, reusing what 

we have, and recycling those things that can be used 

in another way.  Also, reducing our travel contributes to 

cleaner air.  Through these actions. we reduce what 

becomes detrimental to our environment.  Hopefully, 

these practices become the norm for us, and many 

others around the world, when we return to our past 

routines of life.  As people of faith, we know the 

scriptures tell us to be stewards of God’s creation. 

As good stewards, we take care of what God has 

entrusted to us. 
 

 When life becomes harder during times of 

social isolation and uncertainty, we also remember 

the healing power of God’s creation.  Paying attention 

to the beauty around us can help puts things in 

perspective.   Watching out our windows, taking 

a walk in our yard or neighborhood, or a drive through 

the countryside, we can see the beauty of creation, 

and the new life of spring renews our hope. 

Remember to pause, watch, and listen.  Be open to 

the restoring power of God through His creation. 

 

 

Betty Redmond 

Creation Care Task Force 



Soup Kitchen Update! 
 

The Soup Kitchen has continued to operate in a different way during these 

COVID-19 times.  Each Monday, food bags have been prepared ahead of time 

and handed out the back door of Memorial Hall to anyone who shows up and 

needs food.  The bags contain a freshly prepared meat sandwich, chips, 

granola bar, peanut butter or cheese crackers, and some kind of sweet 

(dessert) item.  Bottles of plain or flavored water and a piece of fruit are 

also offered.  Ice cream sandwiches were offered one 

Monday and these were very popular.  Our guests have 

been very appreciative of the efforts to provide food.  

Many thanks to Jacob, Kira, Lena, and Micah, as well 

as to Christy and Adam Blagg, for their invaluable help 

in preparing these “food bags” over the past weeks. 

 We want to continue to share opportunities for OUMC to serve 

our community at this time.  Most of us have been blessed with the 

means to maintain our health and meet our daily needs, while others in 

our community are struggling.  We will continue with donations to the 

RMH Foundation’s Employee’s Relief Fund and would like to 

suggest two additional opportunities for you to consider. 
 

 The COVID-19 HR Community Response Fund, formed 

jointly by the HR Community Foundation and HR United Way, provides 

a central place for people to donate funds that will go to non-profit 

agencies serving those most affected by Coronavirus in our community. 
 

 The second suggestion, Our Community Place (OCP), 

continues to provide meals and to meet other basic needs of our 

homeless population.  Non-profit agencies have been disproportionately 

impacted by the economic consequences of the pandemic.  Your 

generous financial support and prayers will be greatly appreciated.  If you 

wish to make a donation, please send your check to the office and note in 

the memo line one of the above noted organizations. 
 

From the Outreach Team 

Over the last few months, we have heard about people throughout 
the world who are sick and dying, who are fearful and hopeless.  Let 
us pray!  Now is the time to pray like we have never prayed 
before!  During this season of great struggle and uncertainty, if you 
feel a sense of powerlessness, and are unsure of what to do, I invite 
you to pray.  I invite you to pray to Almighty God…the only One who 
is all powerful, ever-present, eternally loving, consistently faithful, 
and overflowing with grace and mercy.  I invite you to pray to the 
God who heals, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and ask 
Him for what Paul asked Him for when he was praying for the 
church in Colossae.  Ask for yourself, for those you love, and for 
those you have never even met. 
 
Praying the Scriptures is a powerful way to connect with God 
and learn God’s heart for His people.  If you are unsure how to 
pray or what to pray, or even if you are confident in your prayer life, 
I invite you to begin praying the Scriptures over yourself and over 
our world.  This passage from Colossians is a great place to begin. 
Let us pray: 

Almighty God, 
I bless your name. I ask you this day to fill your people with the 

knowledge of your will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 
so that we may walk worthy of you Lord, fully pleasing to you, bearing 

fruit in every good work and growing in knowledge of you.  
Strengthen us with all power according to your glorious might, 
so that we may have great endurance and patience.  Help us to 
joyfully give thanks to you in all things and at all times.  Thank you 
that you have enabled us to share in the saints’ inheritance in the 

light.  Thank you that you have rescued us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of Jesus.  Thank you 

that in Jesus, we have received full redemption and the forgiveness of 
our sins.  In His name I pray, Amen. 

 
I bless you with great grace and peace as you seek the Lord and pray 
God’s heart for His people.  May you experience God’s delight in you 
and receive the full measure of His love that He is pouring out over 
you this day and everyday. 
 
     Your Sister in Christ, 
      Faith 



Dear Friend, 

 

Greetings from the congregations of 

Faith in Action.  We hope that you 

and your family are safe and well.  

I’m remembering you in prayer on 

these holy days as the Jewish community 

continues Passover celebrations, Christians just 

celebrated Easter, and our Muslim brothers and sisters prepare 

for Ramadan.  The stress of isolation, the uncertainty of the 

future, and our compassion for those who are most vulnerable 

to COVID-19 and who have lost income during this economic 

crisis are a burden we carry together.  May God comfort you 

during this season and give you hope for the future. 

 

A recent letter from Rev. Dr. William Barber and Rev. Dr. Liz 

Theoharis of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for 

Moral Revival said: 

 

“We are seeing that our society is only as healthy as 

our sickest person, our country is only as secure as the 

least secure homeless family, low wage worker, indebted 

student, or uninsured person.  Times such as this require 

that we come together in bold, new ways and build a 

moral fusion movement that has everybody in, nobody 

out.”    

 

The 24 congregations of Faith in Action remain focused on 

systemic change and issues of justice that impact our 

neighbors.  We are currently focused on the issue of expanding 

the affordable housing available in our community.  We are 

mindful that everyone will be impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic, but particularly those whose hourly income barely 

allows them to provide what they need month to month.  Faith 

in Action is asking that the City and County, alongside others 

in our community support the creation of an Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund that will provide 
Continued next page... 

funding for more affordable housing and the preservation of 

existing affordable housing in our community. 

 

We know that there are many important opportunities to 

respond to the immediate crisis.  With that, as an organization, 

Faith in Action’s budget is modest and we depend on the 

generosity of our congregations and donors.  As you can 

imagine, our congregations are financially constrained 

during this time of physical isolation.  We need your 

financial support to sustain operations during this 

period. Your donation will support our half-time staff organizer 

and 5-hour per week communication staff for the long-term 

work of building more equitable housing in our community.  

 

Please consider a generous donation, so that in the long term 

Harrisonburg and Rockingham County can weather crises 

without community members losing their housing.  To donate, 

either send a check to Faith in Action, PO Box 964, 

Harrisonburg, VA 22803, or donate online by visiting our 

website: https://faith-in-action.snwbll.com/giving-portal.  

 

    Blessings and peace, 

 

    Rev. Jennifer Davis Sensenig 

    President of Faith in Action  

Faith in Action Values: 
 

Reflect and respect diversity. 
Strengthen congregational and community networks. 

Connect our faith traditions with local justice concerns. 
Learn and lead in joyful partnership. 

Communicate clear vision and plans. 
Act together for justice. 

Continued next page... 


