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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
5:30 pm 

Informal Worship Service 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

for all ages 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the September issue is Monday, August 16 by 9 am.  

All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the 

Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church 

office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 16
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Cliff & Jean Davis 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 

Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Norma Heath 

Laura Headlee 

Silas Herndon 

John Hoffnagle 

Dot Jones 

Evelyn Keane 

Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 

Art Mitchell 

George & Betty Painter 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 

Ron & Mary Ellen 

Rohrbaugh 

Irene Ruddle 

Linda Stephens 

Martha Taylor 

Daisy Van Pelt 

Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Anita Yount 

Birthday Card Shower 
for Wanda Baker 

 

July 15 
 

Gardner House #116 
302 North Second Street 
Bridgewater, VA 22812 



Open Doors Update 
 

 The 2020-2021 shelter season looked a lot different than 

the typical model.  It was very much a learning experience not 

only for the organization, but also for the volunteers.  Thanks to 

anyone who was able to provide service to the guests and the 

organization this past season as Open Doors transitioned from a 

mobile shelter to a stationary one. 

 The Open Doors Board has been working since the Shelter 

closed on May 10, 2021.  After many discussions and coordination 

with the city, Open Doors is hopeful that it will be opening an 

overnight Summer Shelter at Red Front.  This is all dependent 

on a fire inspection and building approval, but if all goes as 

planned, a projected opening of early July is anticipated. 

 This will be the first time in the history of Open Doors that it 

has operated outside of the typical thermal season.  This is an 

opportunity to serve our guests during the warmer months as well 

as the thermal months.  This will look very different from the usual 

shelter operations in that the shelter would open later (8:00 pm), 

have reduced capacity (30 beds), and will only be providing snacks 

and grab and go breakfasts; no dinner will be served.  This truly is 

an overnight shelter only.  
 

HANDS-ON OPPORTUNITIES AND HANDS-OFF OPPORTUNITIES: 

1. Cleaners to help clean the shelter once a week (this would be 
outside of shelter hours and a great youth project) 

2. Group to help with shelter laundry (to be done at a    
laundromat) 

3. Provide bagged breakfasts / snacks 

4. An overnight volunteer (you would be permitted to sleep in a 
separate area and would be on-call for overnight staff in the 
event of an emergency) 

 

TO VOLUNTEER, CONTACT: 

Ashley Robinson 

Director of Shelter Operations, Open Doors 

Office Phone: 540-705-1908 | www.valleyopendoors.org 

Office Address: 317 South Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1804, Harrisonburg, VA 22803  

 Last week (June 13th) we had 73 people in 

attendance for worship, with another 20 watching the 

livestream.  It was the biggest crowd at Otterbein since 

March 2020.  Some of the first Sundays in 2021 that we 

worshipped together, our numbers did not top 20.  As a 

point of reference, our last Sunday together 

pre-pandemic we worshipped 143.  Life at OUMC has 

changed.  The temptation is to say that things have 

changed for the worse.  Attendance is at half, Sunday 

School, choir, and in-person meetings are distant 

memories.  We need a plan to get things back to 

“normal.”  While we continue to discuss life at Otterbein, 

there is no intention of attempting to make things normal 

again, or to even judge our success based on a return to 

normal.  With the changes we have experienced over 

the past year, the idea that we could return to normal is 

at best a distant goal. 
 

 I think it is more important to note where we have 

seen signs of life and growth during the past year.  We 

have shown that we are an adaptable congregation.  

We have embraced challenging technological hurdles 

and managed to find ways to do the work of the church.  

Recorded services, livestreams, Zoom, and lots of emails 

and phone calls have helped the church continue in 

ministry.  All was not lost during the 
continued next page... 



past year.  We missed one Sunday of worship at the 

very beginning of the pandemic.  We continued with a 

variety of outreach ministries, and the Soup Kitchen and 

Clothes Closet provided for our most vulnerable 

neighbors.  While things were by no means normal, they 

were also not as lost as we might think they were.  
 

 As we move through summer and towards the fall, 

we will continue to adapt to changing circumstances, 

and as we are able to gather more frequently in person, 

we will reintroduce some of the more life-giving aspects 

of our shared community.  During the course of the 

summer, leadership at OUMC will be having 

conversations with as many of our members as we can 

to help discern the path forward.  While we know that 

certain aspects of OUMC are staples, we also want to 

hear from as many people as possible to make sure we 

are not making decisions in a vacuum.  Expect 

someone to reach out to you during July and August 

about this conversation.  One of the things that we 

know will be happening in the fall is a renewed focus on 

discipleship based around small groups and Bible 

Study.  It has been evident during the pandemic that 

both of these areas are vital to the health of the church 

and a renewed focus will be vital for us moving forward. 
 

 We will be creating a new normal post-pandemic 

here at OUMC; I look forward to the excitement that 

should create in our community.  

  

      Adam  

Outreach Opportunity  
 

 The Outreach Ministry Team’s 

summer outreach opportunity is directed 

to the work of Jennifer Moore.  Jennifer is 

a missionary with the UMC General Board 

of Global Ministries serving with the 

United Methodist Church in Macedonia 

and sponsored in part by OUMC. 

Macedonia is a small, economically 

depressed country in the Balkans.  Tension 

often arises in this country from competing religious and ethnic 

groups.  Jennifer shares, “while serving I became conscious of the 

ways cultural beliefs and societal systems play a role in societal ills, 

and that the church is the main way God has for combating these 

systems to bring His Kingdom on Earth.” 
 

 The Outreach Team asked Jennifer to share ways we might 

further aid her work as a Christian Educator who works closely with 

local community agencies serving underprivileged individuals and 

families.  Being very appreciative of our reaching out to her, Jennifer 

provided a list of areas of needs that we might consider for outreach.  

She indicated one of the more urgent needs is sponsorship of five to 

six children to go to camp this summer.  As Otterbein has been active 

in providing food for the homeless in our community through the 

Soup Ktchen and homeless shelter, we also selected providing warm 

meals to approximately 50 homeless people in the town of Radovish 

from her list.  Radovish is a major city in Macedonia. 
 

 If you would like to be a part 

of this outreach effort, please send 

or bring a check to the church made 

out to OUMC and note “Macedonia 

Outreach” in the memo line.  Your 

generous financial support and 

prayers for Jennifer and her work 

are greatly appreciated. 



UMW News 
 

We can love Jesus in the hungry, the 

naked, and the destitute who are 

dying...If you love, you will be 

willing to serve.  And you will find Jesus in the 

distressing disguise of the poor. 
 

~ Mother Teresa ~ 

 

 No meeting in July. 
 

 The UMW will being meeting again Tuesday, August 

10, 2021 at 10 am in Room 204.  As we gather together 

after a year to renew our Pledge to Mission, we need to ask 

how we can best organize to rekindle the gifts of God in our 

Unit to help make a difference in our church, and how we 

can be a place where faith can be deepened and the needs 

of women and children in our church, community, and the 

world can be met.  Bring you 2020 Program Booklets.  We 

will follow the safety guidelines as set forth by the 

conference at that time. 

 

Being happy is dirt under your fingernails, 

wearing old clothes, having a good idea, 

getting better the longer you work at it, 

starting a new bed of flowers, 

giving plants away, and listening to rain. 
 

~ Geoffrey B. Charlesworth ~ 

The Otterbein Men’s Fellowship will 

be leading the Worship Service on Sunday, 

August 29 at 10:30 am in-person in the 

Sanctuary and streaming as well.  Our guest 

speaker will be Rev.  James Wingert. 
 

 We continue to meet during the 

summer months for breakfast, prayer, and fellowship at Thomas House 

Restaurant in Dayton.  Our schedule of regular Saturday morning 

meetings will be June 26, July 24, and August 28.  Fellowship begins 

at 7:30 am and concludes in about one hour.  Wearing masks is 

encouraged, but not required for those who are fully vaccinated.  Please 

check the website below for other meeting and event dates in 2021. 
 

Plans are moving forward for the Men’s Annual Spaghetti 

Supper this year to be held on Saturday, September 25.  As of this 

writing, it has not been determined whether we will be able to host the 

Supper in Memorial Hall or provide drive-thru take-out from the 

church parking lot. Mark September 25 on your calendar NOW and 

watch for additional details in the future. 

 
Want to know more? 

Contact any member of our planning team: 

Bill Pollard, Carter Ritchie, and Dylan Andrade 

or check out our website: 

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/ 

united-methodist-men 

Trustees Report to the Congregation 
 

Your CASH DAY donations continue to be used to cover the 

costs of the new heating and cooling installations in the Sanctuary.  

Plans are also underway for additional work to restore 

climate-control in Memorial Hall.  Your generous donations 

to these ongoing projects are most appreciated.  
 

The current Trustees are: John Liskey Sr. (chair), Connie Liskey 

(vice-chair), Bill Pollard (secretary), Diane Ritchie, Liz Lawson, 

Richard Smith, L.J. Joiner, Kevin Andrade, and Chad Hiner.  The 

Trustees welcome your questions or comments concerning 

these items or any other church maintenance issues. 



Creation Care 
 

This Creation Care Children’s Message 
seems relevant to “grown up children” 
as well as young children: 
 

I think about the heavens. 
I think about what your fingers have created. 

I think about the moon and stars that you have set in place. 
What are human beings that you think about them? 

What is a son of man that you take care of him? 
You have made them a little lower than the angels. 

You place on them a crown of glory and honor. 
You made human beings rule over everything your hands created.  

You put everything under their control. 
 

~ Psalm 8:3-6 (New International Reader’s Version) 
 

Message: 
 Have you ever been outside and looked up into the night 
sky at the stars?  Have you ever been on an ocean beach and 
looked out beyond the waves?  It seems that the stars or the 
waves go on forever, doesn’t it?  The stars and ocean waves are 
so much bigger than we can imagine. 
 

 This Psalm assures us that even though we might seem 
small, God loves us and has given us very important work to do.  
God shows us the beautiful creation, full of birds in the sky, fish in 
the water, and other animals as well.  God entrusts each of us to 
love and care for all of God’s creation.  Entrust means that we 
give care for something else.  It means that we are in charge of 
something.  God trusts us to take care of the earth and every 
living creature on the earth.  God’s creation is too important to 
be left to the care of strangers.  Followers of Jesus are God’s 
hands and feet on the earth! 
 

Prayer:  Maker of ALL things, thank you for creating me and 
caring for me.  Thank you for trusting me 

continued next page... 

enough to give me the important work of caring for ALL 
 creation.  Show me something that I can do to make a 
 difference.  Help me to take care of your beautiful world.  

Amen. 
 

Source: UMC Discipleship Ministries, April 2012, 
written by Kevin Johnson 

 

As you go through the summer and readily see God’s creation, 
consider: 

 What are your thoughts about God entrusting each of us to 
love and care for His creation? 

 What is one thing you can do this summer to honor this trust 
to care for God’s earth? 

 

Betty Redmond 
Creation Care Taskforce 

Worship Update  
 

 This will hopefully be our last update for pandemic 
worship.  Please consider the following instructions and anything 
not listed to be considered normal. 
 Face coverings are encouraged but not required unless you 
have NOT been fully vaccinated.  Please remember that some of 
our youngest members are still not able to be vaccinated; let’s 
work hard to keep everyone safe.  
 The organ side of the sanctuary will provide seating for 
those who want to be socially distanced.  The remainder of the 
sanctuary will return to normal seating.  Offering plates and 
communion elements will continue to be at the entry and exit 
points for the sanctuary.  Bulletins will be making a return this 
summer.  
 Our services will continue to be livestreamed on Sunday 
mornings and a recording will be available after the conclusion of 
the service.  It can take up to several hours for the recorded service 
to be available.  This is an external delay that we have no control 
over.  


