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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
5:30 pm 

Informal Worship Service 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

for all ages 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Rev. Faith Fowler 
Associate Pastor of Health & 

Wellness 
faithfowler@vaumc.org 

 

Sandy Schaefer 
Music Director / Organist 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 
 x210 for Faith 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the February issue is Monday, January 18 by 9 am.  

All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the 

Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church 

office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 18
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 

Pat Brunk 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 

Vicki & Ed Gaines 

Judy Grandle 

Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Norma Heath 

Laura Headlee 

Silas Herndon 

Bennie & Gloria 

Hildebrand 

John Hoffnagle 

Dot Jones 

Evelyn Keane 

Glen Langston 

Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 

Orpha Miller 

Andrew Moyers 

Beverly Nelson 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 

Ron & Mary Ellen 

Rohrbaugh 

Linda Stephens 

Martha Taylor 

Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Rev. Richard Worden 

Anita Yount 

Kim Zigler 

To the OUMC Family: 
 
Thank you for your love, thoughts, 
and prayers during John’s illness and 
passing.  Your kindness was truly a 
blessing. 
 
Family of John Paul Widener 



Faith In Action Update 
By Nadia Dames, Campaign Committee Chair for Faith In Action 

 

During the holiday season, we are reminded to help those who are need, and to 
give charity to those who are struggling to make ends meet.  However, there are 
other ways of giving.  And being a part of Faith in Action provides us with the 
opportunity to be a voice for those who are facing social and economic injustices 
in our community.  That is why working on this affordable housing campaign and 
being able to request adequate and affordable housing from our civic leaders is 
so significant, and long overdue.  
 

A few facts you should know:  

 In Rockingham County, 39% and 61% of Harrisonburg residents are within 
the ALICE population and below (they are employed, but pay more than 
30% of their income for housing and utilities). 

 Harrisonburg has Virginia’s third highest poverty rate.  

 70% of college students live off-campus, and the rental market has become 
student driven. 

 In Harrisonburg, there is a lack of housing with a 2% vacancy stock.  A 
healthy market has a 5-7% vacancy rate.   

 In the city, 43% of white residents own their homes compared to 13% of 

Black residents.  

 Private companies are not motivated to build affordable housing due to high 
construction and land costs.  

 In Rockingham County, over 50% of older adults pay more than 30% of 
their income on housing.   

 

During the December City Council Meeting, Laura Toni-Holsinger and Winnette 
Dickerson gave a brief summary of our housing crisis and why our city needs a 
housing trust fund.  The congregations of Faith in Action, along with housing and 
service providers, are asking the City of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County 
to: 

 Jointly fund and administer an Affordable Housing Trust Fund.  The 
purpose of the fund is to preserve existing and create new affordable 
housing for households at 80% of area median income.  

 An appropriation of at least $750,000 annually each from the City and 

County to fund the Housing Trust Fund. 

 Establish a Housing Advisory Committee comprised of community members 

served by the Housing Trust Fund, housing professionals, city and county 
staff, and other at-large members to ensure racial and economic equity that 
will direct the use of the funds.  

 

George Hirschman informed fellow city council members and city staff that he 
will be presenting the housing trust fund resolution during January’s meeting.  On 
Tuesday, January 12, the consultants hired by the City of Harrisonburg will 
present the findings of Comprehensive Housing and Market Study during the 
City Council meeting.   

 What a difference a year can make.  As I began to 

write this note for Tidings, I stopped and read last year’s 

article and it was a stark contrast as to where we are today 

compared to then.  There was a definitive sense of continuity 

in moving from our 2019 celebration to 2020 progress.  In late 

December of 2020, our conversations instead revolve around 

vaccines and returning to in-person worship.  Our forward 

momentum has been stalled.   
 

 The first few months of 2021 will almost certainly feel 

much like 2020.  Our in-person presence will be limited as we 

work to come out on the other side of the global pandemic, 

but as we progress through 2021, I hope we find new avenues 

to reengage in ministry.  To be fair, ministry has continued in 

the midst of pandemic.  The Soup Kitchen has continued to 

serve food each week and the Clothes Closet is up and run-

ning again.  Our music ministry remains, albeit with a more 

limited scope.  Zoom has provided ample space for Bible 

Study and classes led by Pastor Faith on Race & Society.  Our 

youth have continued to meet and our Outreach Team has 

found several worthy projects to support throughout 2020. 
 

 We have also lost momentum as well.  Our efforts at 

collaborative ministry with our neighboring UMC 

congregations came to a rough end.  We were putting the 

finishing touches on volunteer training at the coffee shop the 

week before the pandemic ended many commercial 

ventures.  Needless to say, the shop never opened and any 

future plans are on hold until we come 
continued next page... 



to a place where it makes more sense to proceed.  So what 

do we do in 2021? 
 

 Our first priority is to get back to in-person worship.  At 

the end of 2020, the Administrative Council and Healthy 

Church Team put together a plan for a limited return to 

in-person worship.  The tentative date for such a return is 

January 10th, but I stress the tentative part of this plan.  As the 

situation in our community potentially changes, we are 

willing to adjust that date to ensure we live into the 

Wesleyan instruction of “Do no harm.”  The best source of 

up-to-date information will always be available in the weekly 

email or a phone call to Adam. 
 

 As we move further into 2021, I would also like to 

engage the congregation in some focused listening sessions.  

These will be instrumental in hearing about where you as the 

congregation would like to see us move in the near future.  

These meetings will be led by different people in our 

community with a focus on how we can improve our work 

for the Kingdom.  Stay tuned for more details as they unfold 

in the first quarter of 2021.   
 

 Throughout all of 2020 I have been impressed by our 

congregation’s faithfulness.  It was not an easy year, but in 

the midst of the challenges, I have still been witness to your 

love for this community.  I have missed our weekend worship 

times and cannot wait to return, but I have time and time 

again felt your love.  Continue to remain strong in your faith 

for this too will pass and we will be able once again return to 

what is more familiar. 

 

       Adam  

Race, Class, and the Kingdom of God 
Study Series 

 
Presented by Arrabon 

 
Facilitated by Pastor Faith Fowler 

 
“Be Equipped and Empowered for Reconciliation” 

 
This 6 week course is being offered via Zoom 

with two options for meeting times: 
 

Mondays, January 18 - March 1 from 7 - 8 pm (not meeting 2/22) 
and 

Thursdays, January 21 - February 25 from 12-1 pm 
 

Registration deadline: Thursday, January 7th 
 

Email Faith at faithfowler@vaumc.org to register 

Small Group Offering 
 

“Learning to Encounter the Lord’s Faithfulness” 
 

Wednesdays, January 20 - February 10 
7 - 8 pm 

 

During this 4-week small group, you will learn how to 
encounter the faithfulness of the Lord through joy, 

journaling, Scripture, and creation. Faith will teach on each 
of these topics and create safe spaces to practice 

encountering the goodness of the Lord as a community.  
 

Limited to 4 participants. 
 

Contact Faith at faithfowler@vaumc.org to sign up. 
Location of small group to be determined.  



Waiting 
 

“But those who wait for Yahweh’s grace will experience 
divine strength. They will rise up on soaring wings and 
fly like eagles, run their race without growing weary, 

and walk through life without giving up.” 
(Isaiah 40:31 - The Passion Translation) 

 

 There is a brilliant children’s book written by Mo Willems 
called Waiting Is Not Easy!  When I read it with my sweet little 
7 year old, Sarah Grace, we laugh at how silly the book is but 
how true it feels.  Most of us struggle to wait… little kids and 
grown ups alike...waiting is really not easy!  But perhaps “easy” 
is overrated.  Some of the most rewarding things in my life 
have only been so sweet because they have come after a long 
time of waiting. 
 

 Rather than spinning our wheels about how long we 
will have to wait for the things we long for, perhaps we should 
shift our focus to what happens in the waiting.  This scripture 
from Isaiah reminds us that when we wait with the Lord 
extraordinary things happen.  In the waiting we experience 
divine strength.  We rise.  We soar like an eagle.  We run 
without getting tired.  We walk and never give up!  Miracles 
happen when we wait with the Lord! 
 

 I had the opportunity to ponder this Scripture in 
community last week and this is what we came up with: 
 

Waiting is… healing, anticipation, intimacy, inviting a miracle, 
His faithfulness, Sabbath, seeing from a higher place, 

empowering, movement (not being stuck), trust, rest, strength, 
revelation, fuel, training ground, knowing and 

understanding. 
 

 Wow!  Waiting may not be easy, but look at the fruit is 
produces!  In this new year ahead, may we always answer 
“yes” when the Lord asks “will you wait with me?” 
 

     Waiting with you and Jesus, 
      Pastor Faith  

UMW News 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

 There will be no January UMW meeting. 
 

 United Methodist Day at the General Assembly in 

Richmond is Thursday, January 28.  If you are interested in 

taking part on that day, please call Wilma at 433-9545 and 

she will try to get information for you. 
 

 The 2021 reading books are on the UMW shelf in the 

library.  If you wish to check a book out, call Melissa at the 

church office on Thursdays. 
 

 If anyone from the church is interested in becoming a 

UMW member, please call Wilma at 433-9545. 
 

 The handbooks are being worked on and hopefully 

will be ready by the time we meet. 
 

 The Evening Together is at Otterbein on April 22 at 

7 pm with Ragan McManus as the speaker.  This is 

rescheduled from 2020. 

HERITAGE PROJECT BOOK 
 

Then & Now: The History of Otterbein 
United Methodist Church 

1894—2020   
 

Our newest church history book is now 
available for purchase.  This softcover book 

with more than 300 pages includes several 
photo sections, as well as church member anecdotes which 
complement the narrative.  This account expands upon the 

previous book published in 1981 and recounts events of the 
subsequent forty years.  To obtain your copy, contact the 

church office.  Price: $25.  Enjoy reading our story! 



Many thanks to everyone who supported 
the Old-fashioned Christmas Carol Sing in 

December.  This was truly a team effort.  A 
special thanks to our bakers of hundreds of 
delicious cookies for the goodie bag – Bev 
Earman, Pat Wingert, Susan Pollard, Sandy Bopp, and Joyce Jellum.  
Melissa Miller helped prepare the programs, the decorations for the 
bags, and the Legend of the Candy Cane bookmarks.  Members of 
the Men’s Fellowship filled the goodie bags and passed them out as 
folks arrived.  Sandy Schaefer planned the music and played the 
piano for our carols.  Adam figured out the sound system so Sandy’s 
playing could be heard across the parking lot.  The new church 
history books were available for purchase and pick up.  We had 

many enthusiastic carolers attending 
and participating.  Even the weather 
cooperated with unseasonably warm 
temperatures and sunny, blue skies.  
All in all, it was a lovely day enjoyed 
by everyone! 

 
The United Methodist Men’s Fellowship group plans to be back 
meeting in person at Thomas House Restaurant in 2021.  The prayer 
breakfast gathering on Saturday, January 23rd begins at 7:30 am.  
All are invited to attend.  Masks and physical distancing rules will be 
in effect. 
 
For additional information concerning our fellowship, please check 
our website:  

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men 
While on the website, be sure to see photos from the Spaghetti 
Drive-thru Curbside Pickup Supper held in October. 
 

Leadership/Planning Team 
Bill Pollard, Carter Ritchie, Dylan Andrade 

In Person Worship 
 

As we move closer to a return to in-person worship, the 

Healthy Church Team wanted to remind you of a few things 

to keep in mind: 
 

 There will continue to be a virtual worship service 

available each week until we are able to worship without 

restrictions. Our pre-recorded service routine will not 

change. 
 

 Our in-person worship service will be available as a 

live-streamed service, which will allow you to take 

communion according to the UMC doctrine.  While our 

first few services might have some technical hurdles to 

overcome, we are committed to making this a reality as 

quickly as we can. 
 

 Please be very aware of your health and do not attend 

an in-person event if you are running a fever, have a 

bad cough, or have been exposed to anyone who has 

similar concerns. 
 

 There will be logistical differences in entering and 

exiting the church that might be of a slight 

inconvenience.  These details will be available prior to 

any in-person service and there will be volunteers on 

sight to assist. 
 

 Wearing a mask while attending an in-person service 

will NOT be optional.   
 

 This is not a complete list of what a return to in-person 

worship will look like.  The entire plan will be presented 

in a different format early in January.  Thank you for 

your patience and understanding as we enter into a 

different time of worshipping together. 


