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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
5:30 pm 

Informal Worship Service 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

for all ages 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Rev. Faith Fowler 
Associate Pastor of Health & 

Wellness 
faithfowler@vaumc.org 

 

Sandy Schaefer 
Music Director / Organist 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 
 x210 for Faith 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the July/August issue is Tuesday, June 15 by 3 pm.  

All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the 

Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church 

office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 15
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Cliff & Jean Davis 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 

Frank Fowler 

Judy Grandle 

Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Norma Heath 

Laura Headlee 

Silas Herndon 

Bennie Hildebrand 

John Hoffnagle 

Dot Jones 

Evelyn Keane 

Connie Liskey 

Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 

Art Mitchell 

Andrew Moyers 

George & Betty Painter 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 

Ron & Mary Ellen 

Rohrbaugh 

Irene Ruddle 

Maggie Sparks 

Linda Stephens 

Martha Taylor 

Daisy Van Pelt 

Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Anita Yount  

Daisy VanPelt recently moved to Shenandoah Place 

in New Market.  Her new address is: 
 

50 Burkholder Lane, Room 7 

New Market, VA 22844 

 

Wanda Baker recently moved to Bridgewater 

Retirement Community.  Her new address is: 
 

302 North Second Street 

Gardner House #116 

Bridgewater, VA 22812 



Kits for Conference—2022 
 

 In 2022, the Virginia Conference plans to return to the regular 

Kits for Conference assembly based on UMCOR standards.  You may 

want to purchase school supplies for your kits when they are on sale this 

summer. 

 

School Kits: 

 1 pair of blunt scissors (round tip only, no plastic scissors; 

remove from packaging) 

 1 box of 24 crayons (24-count only) 

 3 one-subject notebooks (no marble composition books or 3 or 

5–subject notebooks) 

 1 pack of loose-leaf paper (100-200 pages, wide or college 

ruled) 

 1 hand-held pencil sharpener (1 inch or longer; remove from 

packaging) 

 1 ruler (12 inches or 30 centimeters long, sturdy or flexible 

accepted) 

 6 unsharpened pencils 

 1 eraser (2 inches or larger; remove from packaging) 

 1 two-gallon re-sealable plastic bag (like Ziploc) 

Notes: 

 All items must be new. 

 Contents of kits should not be imprinted with cartoon characters, 

advertisements, religious, patriotic, military, or camouflage 

symbols. 

 Homemade or purchased cloth bags are no longer being accepted. 

 

 On Tuesday, May 11
th

, the Otterbein UMW packed 39 School Kits 

and 5 Hygiene Kits that will be distributed to Grottoes UMC to be used 

locally this year.  For questions or concerns, contact Wilma at 433-

9545. 

 A refrain I have uttered and heard many times through 

the pandemic is “When things get back to normal.”  It is an 

interesting statement and I have great hopes that some 

things will return to normal again one day.  I am also keenly 

aware that something as disruptive as this pandemic will 

change things in such a way that a new normal will be 

necessary.  Some of the new normal will be welcomed.  We 

have adapted some technological advances which add to 

our worship experience, allowing those unable to be present 

on Sunday to view worship remotely.  This, coupled along with 

an ever-adaptive recording process for our music, allows for 

greater flexibility moving forward in delivering worship in a 

new way. 
 

 The pandemic has also allowed us to discover a means 

of making Holy Communion central to our worship 

experience.  With a more limited service, space existed to 

include the sacrament on a weekly basis and while the 

individual packets we use might not be perfect, they do 

function well in regards to safety and time.  I’ve long been an 

advocate for more regular communion and it has been a joy 

to include that as a part of our return to worship.  Maybe this 

becomes a life-giving part of our new normal.  
 

 On the other side, we have witnessed the necessity of 

discontinuing any in-person small groups, such as Choir, Bible 

Study, and Sunday School.  As we embrace a new normal, 

we will need to be diligent about how we return to this vital 

ministry.  Now is the perfect time to 

continued next page... 



assess where Otterbein will focus on creating vital small 

groups that can be places of nurture and discipleship.  While 

we might hope that pre-pandemic routines will just continue 

when they are allowed, it is probably unrealistic to think that 

will be the case.  If nothing else, the raw numbers of people 

participating in these groups pre-pandemic were not 

reflective of the numbers we were seeing in worship.  It is 

time we make small group a priority in our congregational 

life.  
 

 We have created a new normal already.  Routines 

that mix on-line and in-person worship are in place.  Habits 

have been formed around how we connect with others.  As 

we move into the remainder of 2021, we know that new 

habits can be shaped, a new normal will emerge, and that 

we will continue to be church.  The process by which we 

attempt to shape the narrative that emerges will be vital in 

what that normal looks like.  
 

      Adam  

Congratulations! 
 

Matt & Katie Long welcomed Grant Luther 
Long into the world on May 14 at 4:39 am.  

He weighed 7 lbs., 2 oz. 
and was 21 inches long.  
Parents and baby are 

doing well.  Grant is the 
grandson of Kim and 

Eddie Zigler. 

In-Person Worship Update 
 

 It was our hope to use this space in the June 

newsletter to provide an update on all the changes that we 

will see in our in-person worship practices as summer 

unfolds.  Unfortunately, any plans that might apply at this 

moment will most likely be different by the time you are 

reading this.  We should be used to this by now.  At the 

start of the pandemic last March we had to make very quick 

adjustments to worship and have steadily been adapting 

throughout the past fifteen months.  We continue to be 

faithful to that process of balancing safety, obedience, and 

worship.  It has not always been easy, but we have managed 

and will continue to do so.  Our weekly email remains the 

best means of communication for the latest updates and 

you can always call Adam or the church office as well.  
 

 What we do know now is that by July 1 there is a plan 

to allow congregations more autonomy in the decision 

making process.  Being able to provide contextual solutions 

to our own situation will be a blessing.  It is hard, albeit 

necessary, to provide specific guidelines for an entire 

Conference of congregations.  The vast diversity of physical 

spaces that we worship in makes it almost impossible to 

present a solution that works everywhere.  It will be good to 

create processes that are fitted to our own context that 

provide for safety and allow us to achieve some equilibrium 

in our worship.  We will also be opening the church office 

again starting June 1 with office hours returning to a 

pre-pandemic schedule (Monday – Thursday, 8 am to 

3 pm).  
 

 Thank you for being gracious and flexible during this 

past year.  It has had challenging moments and we probably 

still have some on the horizon, but hopefully we will begin 

to create a new normal that is as life-giving as our old 

normal.  



UMW News 
 

“Faith is dead when it doesn’t result in 

faithful activity.  Someone might claim 

“You have faith and I have action.”  

But how can I see your faith apart from your action? 

Instead, I’ll show you my faith in putting it into practice 

in faithful action.” 

James 2:17-18 (CEB) 

 

 

No Meeting in June. 

 

The second quarter Pledge to Missions is due to the UMW 

District Treasurer by June 15th.  Please bring your pledges 

up to date and send to Jo Ann Liskey (210 Virginia Avenue, 

Apt. 231; Bridgewater, VA 22812; phone: 820-1429) by 

Tuesday, June 8. 

 

Taken from the May/June Response UMW Magazine on 

Racial Justice: 

Juneteenth is the oldest of all African American 

celebrations, commemorating the day of June 19, 1865, 

when Union Major General Gordon Granger arrived in 

Galveston, Texas to declare that all enslaved people 

were free under President Lincoln’s Emancipation 

Proclamation. 

 

 

“Help us to see persons, Lord... 

not a black person, or a white person, 

a red person, or a yellow person, 

but a human being.” 
 

~ From Mustard Seeds ~ 

Our Men’s Fellowship group continues to 

meet during the summer months for 

breakfast, prayer, and fellowship.  Our 

schedule of regular meetings will be June 26, 

July 24, and August 28 (all Saturdays).  

These meetings begin at 7:30 am at Thomas 

House Restaurant in Dayton and usually last one hour.  Wearing masks 

and observing physical distancing rules will be followed.  Please check 

the website below for other meeting and event dates in 2021. 
 

One of the ways our Otterbein United 

Methodist Men’s group tries to give 

back is by annual monetary donations 

to Heart Havens.  The following is a 

brief history of the organization taken from the group’s website: 

In 1993, a parent of an adult with a developmental disability in Virginia 

asked her United Methodist pastor a very simple question: "Where will 

my child live when I'm gone?"  That question exposed the real and 

urgent need for residential services for people with a developmental 

disability in Virginia.  As a result of that question, the Virginia United 

Methodist Conference Commission on Ministry to Persons with 

Handicapping Conditions (now the Commission on Disabilities) began 

researching the possibility of developing residential services for adults with 

a developmental disability.  Heart Havens was born out of those studies, 

and the very first Heart Havens home (our Macleigh-Holland home) 

opened in Virginia Beach in 1999.  Though we now operate independently 

from the Virginia United Methodist Conference, the Christian principles of 

our founding are very much in place. 

If you would like to support this worthy mission and would like to 

donate by check, simply address the check to “Heart Havens” and mail 

it to the corporate office at Heart Havens, Inc., 7501 Boulders View 

Dr., Ste. 205, Richmond, VA 23225. 

Want to know more? 

Contact any member of our planning team: 

Bill Pollard, Carter Ritchie, and Dylan Andrade 

or go to our website: 

 https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/ 

united-methodist-men 



All Will Be Well 
 

 As I write this, I am sitting at my dad’s bedside in Great 

Meadows, NJ.  I have been here for 2 weeks now.  I came as soon 

as we got word of his diagnosis: Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease (CJD), 

which is a rapidly progressing, degenerative, and fatal brain 

disorder.  It’s very rare—about one person in every one million 

per year worldwide; in the United States there are about 350 

cases per year.  My family and I are living through a nightmare…

and at the same time, we are declaring the goodness and 

faithfulness of God.  My dad has been at home now for almost 2 

weeks.  Hospice is wonderful.  My step-mom, sisters, and I are 

taking turns caring for him around the clock.  He can no longer 

speak and has few waking moments.  I miss our conversations.  I 

miss his voice.  As I sit by his bedside, I remember the sound of 

his voice when he preached. 
 

 My dad is the Rev. Dr. Frank Lincoln Fowler, III.  He is an 

ordained elder in the United Methodist Church in the Greater 

New Jersey Annual Conference.  He has been serving the Church 

and the Body of Christ for 49 years and was just appointed to his 

34th year at Trinity United Methodist Church in Hackettstown, NJ.  

My dad is a strong man in every way.  He has a strong faith and a 

calming and peaceful presence about him.  In times of trial his 

famous quote is “All Will Be Well.”  He has walked with countless 

families through tragedies such as this and I keep coming back to 

what he would say to us during this time.  In my heart, I can hear 

him saying…“trust in the Lord…do not be afraid…let go of anger 

and blaming…God is good…I love you…All Will Be Well.” 
 

 When I was a little girl, my dad would build me forts out of 

blankets and chairs turned upside-down.  One memory I have is 

of a stormy night with lots of thunder and lightening.  I remember 

being afraid.  Then, in the midst of the storm, 
continued next page... 

2021 Conference Mission Offering 
 

This year’s Annual Conference Offering will provide a 

solution to address poverty and food insecurity in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia.  Conference will dedicate an 

equal portion to continue its missional reach through 

Partnership of Hope.  Otterbein will be collecting for the 

Conference Mission Project through Sunday, June 13.  

Please make your check payable to Otterbein UMC, 

designate “Conference Offering” on the memo line and 

place in the offering plate or mail to the church office by 

Sunday, June 13.  This offering will be presented during 

the “United in Mission and Ministry Worship” on the last 

day of the Conference.  Thank you. 

areas drains directly into streams. 

 Help plant trees, shrubs, and ground cover along streams 

and rivers to absorb runoff and to provide shade to cool 

the water temperatures, promoting healthy aquatic life.   

 Pick up after your pet and encourage farmers to prevent 

livestock from entering waterways. 

 Collect litter you see and participate in the cleanup of  

local waterways. 

 

Interested in learning more?  Please check out “What’s Your 

Chesapeake Bay Footprint?”: 

https://secure.cbf.org/site/SPageNavigator/

bay_footprint.html 

 

Barb German 

Creation Care Taskforce 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.cbf.org%2Fsite%2FSPageNavigator%2Fbay_footprint.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH6BTIxQh4gqhYRw03wuwtdGKQfuA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.cbf.org%2Fsite%2FSPageNavigator%2Fbay_footprint.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH6BTIxQh4gqhYRw03wuwtdGKQfuA


development has increased along with the pollution of our 

waterways and in 2020 the bay has an overall grade of D+.  

Widespread nitrogen and phosphorus contamination are 

causing algae that sucks up oxygen and the excess sediment 

is blocking the sunlight, killing off other plants and animals.  

 

Storm water runoff is a major contributor to the pollution of 

our waterways.  Runoff occurs when rain or snowmelt is not 

slowed by vegetation and runs directly into streams.  It 

carries pollutants such as oil, dirt, animal waste, chemicals, 

and lawn fertilizers into waterways.  It not only affects the 

Chesapeake Bay but also the health of the Shenandoah River 

and its tributaries.   

 

Happily, as good stewards of our environment, there are 

many actions we can take to prevent storm water runoff and 

preserve the water quality of our local waterways sending 

clean, clear water to our downstream neighbors and into the 

Chesapeake Bay: 
 

 Incorporate native plants into your landscape that often 

require less watering and fertilizer.   

 Plant vegetation in bare spots to prevent erosion. 

 Use fertilizer, weed killer, and pest control products 

sparingly.   

 Compost yard wastes. 

 Direct downspouts away from paved surfaces to grassy 

areas.  

 Be mindful of oil or other fluids leaking from vehicles.  

Soak up spills using kitty litter and then sweep up the 

waste. 

 Prevent trash and pollution from entering storm drains 

or ditches since water from these 
continued next page... 

my dad invited me to join him in a cozy fort he had made out on 

the porch.  Our porch had many large windows and as I walked 

out to be with my dad, the thunder claps got louder and I could 

see lighting in the sky.  I crawled into the fort with him.  I don’t 

remember what we talked about, but I remember how I felt.  Safe.  

Protected.  That feeling of being safe and secure with my dad on 

the inside when there was a raging storm happening around me 

on the outside, has stayed with me.  My dad has helped me to 

understand and experience my Heavenly Father’s love. 
 

 My dad knows how to love—and he knows how to “show 

up."  He has loved me so well throughout my life and he has 

ALWAYS shown up when I needed him the most.  He has modeled 

the “ministry of presence” for me throughout my life and now I 

get to be present with him.  I get to “show up” for him in his time 

of need...and as painful as this time is, it is also beautiful beyond 

measure.  “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those 

who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18).  The Lord is so near to us 

as we walk this road with my dad. 
 

 My family and I (as well as thousands of people all around 

the globe) are standing in faith and still asking God for a miracle.  

We are asking God to heal my dad this side of heaven and show 

Himself glorious in his supernatural healing.  We believe God can 

do this.  We are also living in the reality of the day to day decline 

of my dad’s physical health.  We are holding together both faith 

for healing on earth and acceptance that God might choose to heal 

my dad in heaven.  Either way—healing is happening.  Either 

way—God is good.  Either way—All Will Be Well. 
 

 Most of you know that my appointment to Otterbein ends 

June 30.  I did not anticipate writing anything like this for my last 

reflection for the Tidings.  We never know what a day will hold.  I 

want to end by saying thank you for loving me well while I was 

your Associate Pastor.  It’s been a strange few continued next page... 



Cans 4 Conference Community Food Drive 
 

 Annual Conference will be virtual again this year.  

Therefore, the Virginia Conference has requested the local 

churches to conduct a food drive to collect non-perishable/

canned food prior to the Annual Conference to be distributed to 

local ministries. 

 Otterbein will collect the non-perishable food items 

beginning Sunday, May 30 through Sunday, June 13.  You may 

bring them to church on Sundays or drop them off throughout 

the week during regular office hours prior to June 13th.  A bin for 

the food items is located in the breezeway. 

 Sine the ministries involved may not 

be distributing the food immediately, 

please do not bring expired or near 

expiration items.  

 Thank you for your participation.  If 

you have questions or concerns, call Wilma 

at 433-9545.   

years!  I am very grateful to have had the opportunity to serve 

among you. 
 

 Thank you for extending God’s grace and mercy to me 

over and over again.  I pray that the Lord used me in some way to 

bless you and show you His love. 
 

 The Lord is good!  His steadfast love endures forever.  

These three remain…faith, hope, and love….and the greatest of 

these is LOVE.  I bless you to receive the love of God today and all 

the days of your life.  Remember…All Will Be Well. 
 

      In Christ’s Love, 

         Pastor Faith  

A pungent smell of decomposing 

flesh filled the air as a group of 

valley teachers gazed upon the giant 

remains of a whale who had become 

disoriented, entered the 

Chesapeake Bay, and beached upon 

this sandbar.  Gazing beyond the reef, the teachers beheld a 

view of unending water and sky, a sharp contrast to their 

Shenandoah Valley home with its pasture lands, small 

streams, rivers, and rolling hills encased by mountain ranges.  

Even with the stark contrasts in their environments, the 

valley and the bay are forever connected by a network of 

streams and rivers, as well as the actions and practices of 

those living upstream who impact the water health of all the 

communities in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.   

 

The North Fork of the Shenandoah River begins in the 

mountains of northern Rockingham County near Fulks Run.  

Harrisonburg’s Blacks Run flows into Cooks Creek and into 

the North River near Mt. Crawford.  Small streams continue 

to join the North River until it converges with the South 

River near Port Republic to become the South Fork of the 

Shenandoah River.  The North Fork and the South Fork make 

their way to Front Royal where they merge to become the 

Shenandoah River.  The Shenandoah then meanders 57 

miles to converge with the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry in 

West Virginia where it continues its journey to the 

Chesapeake Bay.   

 

When Captain John Smith first discovered the Chesapeake 

Bay in 1608 he wrote that, “the oysters lay as thick as stones 

and the fish were abundant.”  In modern times, 

continued next page... 


