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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
Not meeting at this time. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the October issue is Wednesday, September 15 by 

3 pm.  All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles 

for the Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the 

church office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 

15
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Susie Ayala 
Kelly Bacon 

Gary Billingsley 
Millie Bruce 

Rev. Louis Carson 
Cliff & Jean Davis 
Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 
Vicki Gaines 

Florence Green 
Betty Griffith 
Mindi Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 
Norma Heath 

John Hoffnagle 
Dot Jones 

Janet Liskey 
Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 
Betty Miller 
Art Mitchell 

Gary Nesselrodt 
George & Betty 

Painter 
Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 
Ron & Mary Ellen 

Rohrbaugh 
Irene Ruddle 

Linda Stephens 
Bethany Svenson 

Martha Taylor 
Daisy Van Pelt 
Keith & Sharon 

Waters 
Mary Wenger 
Anita Yount  

North Macedonia Outreach a Success! 
 

The Outreach Ministry Team thanks each of you who participated in 

our recent outreach opportunity.  Due to your generous giving, we 

were able to send Jennifer Moore, our missionary in North 

Macedonia, $400 for 13 youth to attend summer camp, $500 to 

provide food for the homeless in the city of Radovish, and $1,695 for 

children and youth Christian education.  

This giving has allowed us to be more 

connected to Jennifer‘s work with the 

United Methodist Church in North 

Macedonia.  She is very appreciative of 

OUMC’s support and requests our prayers. 



We’ve added another convenient way to obtain your 

copy of THEN & NOW—The History of Otterbein 

United Methodist Church 1894-2020.  Easy online 

ordering is now available! Simply click on the 

yellow BUY NOW button located at the bottom of 

the history page on OUMC’s website.  Visit 

oumcharrisonburg.org/history to get started! 
 

Alternatively, you may stop by the church office Monday through 

Thursday during regular office hours to purchase your book.  On 

Sunday mornings, Patsy Liskey or Carole Gaines will be able to 

assist you. 
 

Choose one of these handy options to begin exploring our past, and 

enjoy reading our story! 

 I’ll be the first to admit that I am horrible person to buy gifts for.  

To start with, I generally don’t need a lot of stuff to keep me happy.  I’d 

gladly wear the same few sets of clothing until they wear out and, 

besides too many books, I really don’t collect any other things.  The 

things I do want, I get for myself when I need them, never waiting until a 

proper gift-giving time.  Part of that is the simplicity in acquiring things.  I 

could take two minutes in the process of writing this to pause, open a 

webpage, and order just about anything I wanted.  If I was willing to pay 

the right amount of money, I could have it delivered to the office or my 

home the next day.  We live in a world of convenience.    

 This has not always been the case.  I am sure if you are of a 

certain age, you remember each fall when the large catalogs would arrive 

in the mail.  The Sears Christmas catalog was my favorite; pages upon 

pages of toys that I had zero need for, but it sure was fun looking at those 

shiny pages.  I don’t remember my parents ever ordering a thing from 

those pages, but if they did, it would not appear overnight.  The standard 

I remember was six to eight weeks as the standard shipping!  Half the 

stuff you buy today breaks in that timeframe; who would ever wait for 

something that took that long to deliver in 2021? 

 We live in a world driven by immediate satisfaction of our 

consumeristic demands.  Even those of us who are able to adequately 

critique this way of life have been spoiled by the immediacy available to 

us.  I would not wish to live in a world where it takes eight weeks to get a 

delivery, but I think we also need to grasp that not every aspect of life 

needs to be controlled by the same impulses of consumption.  Of course, 

this includes the church.  It is always tempting to take the best parts of 

our modern world and foster them upon an ancient institution. 

Sometimes this works okay, I rather like electricity continued next page... 

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/history


and indoor plumbing for our church building, but in other ways we could 

do with a reflective step back.  Can we pause long enough in the midst 

of life to appreciate that we are not asked to consume church, but 

instead to be an active participant in its life?  In this setting, maybe a 

six-to-eight-week delivery schedule is perfect!  We don’t need to fix 

everything right now, or adapt every new technology that shows up in 

society.  If we allow the time to stop and listen to each other (and the 

Holy Spirit), we might find that our different way of being and doing is a 

perfect remedy to the fast-paced world we find ourselves in.  This fall, in 

the midst of all the activity that we are surrounded by, we hope to take 

some time to stop and pause for a few minutes and listen to each other, 

to hear our neighbors' voices anew so that when we do move, we do so 

with the collective wisdom of a community that is not only grounded in 

the modern, but also in the everlasting love of God.  

       Adam  

Bible Study starts again on September 14th!  As we move into the fall, we 
are hoping to resume a more normal routine for Bible Study.  We will 
meet in-person on Tuesdays at 10 am and 6 pm and will also provide a 
virtual option.  At this point in time, the ability to do that interactively is 
still being explored.  As we have learned this past year, plans change, so 
stay tuned for any last-minute adjustments that might need to be made.  
Any changes will be communicated in our weekly 
email and in the bulletin.  Our Gospel this year will 
be John and our Old Testament book will be 
Ezekiel.  We will supplement these with some other 
more topical studies, including an Advent study 
focus on history. 

Thanks to our church family and community for the prayers, 

cards, calls, concerns, visits, and food during Art’s 11 months 

of wound vac, 40 hyperbaric treatments, and surgery below 

the knee at Sentara RMH.  Art is learning to stabilize his balance 

to walk on his new prosthesis.  Being a double amputee takes 

patience and practice.  Thank you and God bless you all. 

~ Art & Mary Jo Mitchell ~ 

Open Doors 
October 4, 2021—May 8, 2022 

Red Front Location 
 

The following is quoted from Ashley 
Robinson, Director of Shelter Operations: 
 

“When you sign up for serving a meal, it is up to your faith 
community on how many volunteers you will be bringing to 

help serve.  Meals go a little more smoothly with at least 3-4 
volunteers.  We ask that you provide enough food for 55-60 

people.  This includes guests and nightly staff. At our current 
location we do not have a functional kitchen (only 

microwaves), so the meals must be prepared elsewhere and 

brought to the shelter for serving.  If you need help with meal 
ideas, please let me know and I can share what other hosting 

churches have provided in previous seasons.  When you host a 
week, we ask that you also provide a grab and go breakfast for 

the morning (this is not a requirement, but a request).  This 

can be fruit, muffins, granola bars, or cereal. While we do 
encourage guests to visit OCP, which serves breakfast daily, 

we know not all our guests will access that resource.  For this 
reason, we try our best to provide a small grab and go 

breakfast in the event that they do not go to OCP.” 

 
Please contact Linda Conrad (lst62conrad@yahoo.com or 540-

564-3798) if you can provide food and/or serve meals. 
 

I am currently in contact with The Church of Latter Saints to 
see if they want to partner with us as they have in the past. 
 

Linda Conrad 

Thanks to our church family from the bottom of our hearts for 
your prayers, phone calls, and thoughtfulness 

during our recent health issues.  We have 
moved to Bellaire at Stone Port. 

~ George & Betty Painter ~ 
(Mail can still be sent to their home 
address and their son will deliver.) 



UMW News 
 

 The UMW will meet Tuesday, 

September 14 at 11:15 am (after Bible 

Study) in Room 204 to go over business 

for 2022. 
 

 The Third Quarter Pledge to Mission is due to the District 

Treasurer by September 10.  If you do not plan to attend the 

September meeting, please bring your 2021 pledges up-to-date 

and send it, along with your pledge for 2022, to Jo Ann Liskey 

(210 Virginia Avenue, Apt. 231, Bridgewater, VA 22812; phone: 

820-1429) by September 10. 
 

 The District Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for 

Saturday, September 18 at 9 am.  The guest speaker is Debra 

Cline.  There are more details to come.  Anyone interested in more 

information can call Wilma at 433-9545 the first week of 

September. 
 

 Plans are being made to have the District Annual 

Meeting here at Otterbein on Thursday, October 7 at 7 pm.  

At this time, no refreshments are requested.  More details will be 

in the October Tidings. 
 

 We do not plan to have an October Unit Meeting at this 

time due to the number of members attending.  There will be 

more details after the September meeting.  We will have our 

Thank Offering meeting in November. 

Thanks to all for my birthday cards and wishes. 

I treasure each one of them, and YOU! 

~ Mary Ann Glendye ~ 

Attention Men of Otterbein! 
 

Here is a challenge for all men of the church 

to donate a pair of men’s blue jeans to the 

Clothes Closet.  They can be used or new.  

Thanks!! 

Spaghetti Supper to be held 
Saturday, September 25 

 
Plans are moving forward to serve our Annual 
Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, September 25, 
beginning at 4:30 pm.  As this Tidings article is 
prepared, it is uncertain whether we will be able to serve in Memorial Hall 
at the church or whether we will make the meal available for curbside 
pickup or home delivery.  In any case, the menu will be spaghetti with meat 
sauce, garlic bread, salad, and dessert.  The men will meet at 
the church on Saturday, September 25 at 1:00 pm  to prepare 
the meal. Please watch Adam’s weekly email for additional 
information as we move closer to the date in September. 
If you are unable to receive Adam’s email, you may call 
Melissa in the church office at 434-7747. 
 
The Men’s Fellowship is pleased to report that because of generous 
contributions, over 100 DVD movies and two portable DVD players have 
been delivered to the Veterans Administration Unit in Martinsburg, West 
Virginia.  The Recreation Department will be setting up a lending library at 
the center so that the DVDs and portable players can be checked out for use 

by the Veterans.  Our Otterbein Men 
would like to thank Linda Ridder and 
Irene Ruddle for the DVDs donation 
and to Joann Widener (in memory of 
her husband, John) for the donation 
of funds to purchase the DVD 
players.  A small group of men from 
our group made the trip to 
Martinsburg in August to present the 
donation in person. 

 
Our monthly breakfast/prayer meetings continue at Thomas House 
Restaurant in Dayton.  The next couple of regular meetings at Thomas House 
will be Saturday, August 28 and Saturday, October 23. We begin at 7:30 
am and conclude in about one hour.  Attendees are asked to wear a mask 
entering and leaving the restaurant.  We will be sitting following proper 
physical distancing guidelines.  All are invited to come and enjoy the food 
and fellowship. 
 
For additional information concerning our fellowship, please check our 
website: https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men 
 
Leadership/Planning Team: Bill Pollard, Carter Ritchie, and Dylan Andrade 

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men


Creation Care 
 

There is the sea, vast and spacious, 
teeming with creatures beyond 

number—living things both large and 
small.  There the ships go to and fro, and 

leviathan, which you form to frolic there.  These all look to you to 
give them their food at the proper time.  When you give it to them, 

they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with 
good things.  When you hide your face, they are terrified: when you 
take away their breath, they die and return to dust.  When you send 

your spirit, they are created and you renew the face of the earth. 
Psalm 104:25-30 

 
Are We Talking About Recycling Again? 

 

 Yes, because it’s important.  The weather, plants, and 
animals are all part of the environment God created on the Earth.  
The Bible says that they are as much a part of God’s creation as 
mankind itself. 
 

 The Creation Care Team has placed an emphasis on 
recycling because it’s something we all can do to reduce the 
number of items placed in our landfill.  The city of Harrisonburg 
and Rockingham County have made it easier for residents to 
recycle by adding locations for deposits.  So why are more not 
recycling?  According to Austin Hill, 30-year employee of the City 
of Harrisonburg, there is a misconception that most items 
collected are not actually recycled; they are taken to the landfill.  
While this is true of glass because there is no outlet in our area 
who recycles glass, all other items are sold to local industries that 
either repurpose or bundle for resale and recycling. 
 

 Some do not recycle because the labeling on containers is 
confusing; residents do not understand what and when to recycle 
an item.  The recycling industry is working with manufactures to 
help simplify labeling and the city/county 

continued next page... 

has removed some of the restrictions that were in place when 
there was curbside pick up.  Mr. Hill, who is very versed in the 
present system, is a valuable resource.  He’s the attendant at all 
the Mobile Units whose duty is not only to move the units to each 
location, but to assist 
where there is any doubt 
where to place an item.  
 

 We hear China and 
India contribute to most of 
the pollutants on Earth, so 
why should I make the 
effort to recycle my little 
bit?  Because, we as 
Christians, believe God has 
given us the responsibility 
to be good stewards of all 
his creation; we should be 
leading by example. 
 

 There are signs we 
are waking up to the need 
to recycle.  Mr. John Fisher at Dave’s Recycling is an outlet that 
accepts materials for localities (not individuals) and has been in 
the recycling business since 1977.  He reports seeing a renewed 
interest in recycling and a higher demand for product during the 
pandemic. 
 

 Even if you have spent a lifetime not thinking how your 
actions may negatively impact the world, it is time to rethink and 
reflect on the wisdom of Abraham Lincoln who said, “I walk 
slowly, but never walk backward.”  You can start going 
forward! 
 

Vicki Gaines 
Creation Care Task Force 

Mr. Hill readies for another day of 
collections at Simms location.    


