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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
5:30 pm 

Informal Worship Service 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

for all ages 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Rev. Faith Fowler 
Associate Pastor of Health & 

Wellness 
faithfowler@vaumc.org 

 

Sandy Schaefer 
Music Director / Organist 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 
 x210 for Faith 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the November issue is Monday, October 19 by 9 

am.  All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles 

for the Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the 

church office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 

19
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Phyllis Albrite 

Claudia Andes 

Jerry Andes 

Wilda Billhimer 

Gary Billingsley 

Marilyn Blagg 

Millie Bruce 

Pat Brunk 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Jo Ellen 

Dickenson 

Nancy East 

Rev. Samuel 

Espinoza 

Carole Gaines 

Judy Grandle 

Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 

Ray & Audrey 

Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Norma Heath 

Barbara Henry 

Laura Headlee 

Silas Herndon 

Bennie & Gloria 

Hildebrand 

John Hoffnagle 

Charlene Hunley 

Dot Jones 

Evelyn Keane 

Lucinda & Larry 

Keesey 

Glen Langston 

Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 

Orpha Miller 

Andrew Moyers 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie 

Rohr 

Ron & Mary Ellen 

Rohrbaugh 

Roy Shifflet 

Linda Stephens 

Martha Taylor 

Charlie Tibbits 

Keith & Sharon 

Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Jim Wingert 

Rev. Richard 

Worden 

Anita Yount 

Best wishes to Anthony Malabad as he starts his 

first job after college!  He'll be working as a Home 

Energy Analyst with the Local Energy Alliance Program 

(LEAP), a nonprofit located in Charlottesville. He'd love to 

hear from his church family from time to time.  
 

His new address is: 

4000 City Walk Way, Apartment #246 

Charlottesville, VA  22902 



Otterbein Heritage Project—HISTORY BOOK (1894-2020) 

 

 The newest book documenting the history of Otterbein 

UMC (1894-2020) is undergoing final edits before being 

forwarded to the book printer.  A previously unplanned 

bonus chapter that summarizes the life of OUMC during this 

unique year of 2020 is the latest addition to the story. 

 

 When printing is completed, information will be shared 

regarding the distribution date, as well as logistics on how to 

obtain your book. 

 

 In the meantime, please contact Patsy or Carole and let 

them know if you anticipate purchasing a copy. This 

guesstimate will help guide our order for the print shop.  

 

Thank you! 

 

Patsy Liskey: (540) 434-2196 or  patsyliskey@live.com 

Carole Gaines: (540) 289-1729 or  carolemgaines@gmail.com 

Fall Bible Study 
Fall Bible Study has begun in a virtual 

format, with one session being held at 
6 pm on Tuesdays.  We will be working 

through the Gospel of Luke this year, with 
time also being spent in Amos, Psalms, 

and Paul’s pastoral letters.  We hope you can make a place in your 
schedule to attend.  Hopefully by the spring we will be back to 

meeting in person.  
 

Sept. 8 – Oct. 13  Luke  
Oct. 20 – Nov. 17  OT Study:  Amos  
Dec. 1 – Dec. 22             Advent Study: Shepherds and Wisemen  
Jan. 12 – Feb. 16  Psalms and Songs  
Feb. 23 – Mar. 30 Luke  
Apr. 13 – May 18  Pastoral Letters  
May 25 – Jun. 15  Applying the Text  

 I write this on the cusp of fall.  Spring has often 

been my favorite time of the year, and I still like the new 

life that comes forth during that season, but fall is taking 

a lead in the favorite category as I get older.  The crisp 

clear days with low humidity are just marvelous and we 

have had a string of them recently.  The color of the sky, 

that deep blue, is amazing and reminds me of my 

high-altitude hikes in the Rockies.  The low humidity and 

mild temperatures make running so much more 

relaxing.  Fall is also busy in the life of the church and the 

new increased tempo of the work of the congregation is 

always invigorating.  I know that when fall becomes a 

burden, it is either time to find a new appointment or 

retire.    

 This fall we are doing things differently; this seems to 

be a 2020 theme.  Charge Conference will be via zoom 

on a Saturday (Oct. 10, 11:30 am).  Bible Study is ongoing 

over Zoom, as well as a short-term study on racism.  Even 

in the midst of different formats, we are still working at 

some of the principals that have guided us in the past.  

Our short-term study is being held in conjunction with 

Asbury and Bible Study is being offered as a live and 

recorded option.  We continue to be blessed by the 

College Chorale, even if it’s not live. 

 Each time we come to fall, we recognize the 

season; some things never change.  The leaves turn 

orange, the temperatures drop, the 
continued next page... 



first frost arrives, and I find the need to eat a slice of 

pumpkin pie.  But each fall is also different; we are at 

different places in our walk with God, our health, or our 

family.  So, during this fall, I hold onto the things in the life 

of the church that give me stability.  There are changes 

and differences, but I don’t dwell on those, instead 

focusing on the things that remind me of the foundations 

of my faith and work. 
 

      Adam 

Apple Tree Project  
 

The Outreach Ministry Team is moving on with plans for 
participating in Kingsway Ministries’ annual Apple Tree 

Project.  This project provides Christmas gifts to children 
who have a parent incarcerated in facilities throughout the 

state.   This year our process for participation in this 
mission will be altered as the pandemic continues, thus we 
are starting early.   Our current plan is to contact you by 
email or phone to see if you would like to participate.  If 
so, you will be provided a child’s name and the gift to be 
provided.  You can choose to purchase the gift 
and bring to the church at designated times or 
donate money for the team to purchase the 
gift if shopping is not an option for you 

this year.  We encourage you to be a part 
of this outreach. 

The lyrics are a prayer to God proclaiming: “We’re tired of clinging 

to the ways that box us in – now we know we want to lean into the 

love your offering.  For too long we’ve put our faith in our own 

strength – we must submit unto the reign of our true King.  So as a 

nation we call a mighty God who’s waiting on our simple 

declaration of dependence – back to Him is where we want to be.  

Now we see that we’re nothing without our King.”  

 

 My prayer for you and me is that we will practice the daily 

choosing of surrendering our opinions to the Lordship of Christ – 

put a stake in the ground – and decide as an act of our will, to trust 

Him completely and depend on Him for ALL things.  This miracle 

of grace happens when we adore the Lord with undivided 

devotion every single day!  The wisdom we long for comes when 

we posture ourselves to receive from the Lord and make our own 

daily declaration of dependence on Him.  

 

 I bless you to do this.  I bless you with an awareness of the 

goodness of God and the grace to believe that He IS trustworthy.  

I bless you with community who will be with you on your journey 

toward deeper intimacy with the Lord.  The Lord loves you and He 

IS the safest place you will ever know.  May we determine to set 

our hearts on total dependence and complete trust in the Lord 

our King.  He is better than we could ever imagine!!!  

 

      Pastor Faith 

 

*Urban Doxology is a ministry that writes the soundtrack of 

reconciliation in the racially diverse and gentrifying neighborhood of 

Church Hill, Richmond, VA.  Urban Doxology’s music & liturgy is 

community development for the soul, creating shared 

experiences of embodied reconciliation. 



Declaration of Dependence  
 
 When I was a little girl, I remember being frustrated that I 

had to depend on other people to do everything for me.  I just 

wanted to be able to do things for myself!  I have always had this 

independent streak in me… wanting to break away and “do my 

own thing.”  As you might imagine, this hasn’t always worked out 

so well for me… especially when it came to my relationship with 

God.  Although I have always believed in and loved God, trusting 

Him and depending on Him have been bigger challenges for me.  

These aspects of my relationship with God are more like a daily 

practice and a choosing.  They don’t come naturally.  Every day I 

get on my knees and lift my hands in adoration to Jesus my King.  

I align myself under His Lordship and declare my dependence on 

Him – I intentionally put my trust in Him.  In these moments, 

when I abandon myself to His presence and experience His loving 

gaze, I am transformed and graced with the desire to trust Him 

completely and depend on Him for everything.  It’s a miracle – 

everyday!  This reminds me of the truth revealed to us in Proverbs 

3:5-8:  

 

“Trust in the Lord completely, and do not rely on your own opinions. 

With all your heart rely on Him to guide you, and He will lead you in 

every decision you make.  Become intimate with Him in whatever 

you do, and He will lead you wherever you go.  Don’t think for a 

moment that you know it all, for wisdom comes when you adore 

Him with undivided devotion and avoid everything that’s wrong.  

Then you will find the healing refreshment your body and spirit long 

for.”  (Proverbs 3:5-8 TPT)  

 

 I am also reminded of a song I recently learned by a group 

named Urban Doxology*, called “Declaration of Dependence.” 

continued next page... 

The Otterbein Men’s Fellowship will 
be providing a curb-side pickup 
Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, 
October 24.  Advance orders only. 
Pickup will be at the back-parking lot 
of the church from 4:30 to 6:30 pm.  
Meals will also be available for home 
delivery.  The menu will be spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic 
bread, salad (you can add your own dressing!), and dessert.  No 
drinks will be provided. 
 
Advance orders will be taken beginning Monday, 
October 5 by calling Bill Pollard at (540) 421-3256.  If 
no answer, please leave a message with your phone 
number and your call will be returned.  The last day 
to place orders is Monday, October 19. 
 
The cost of the meal is “pay what you will” and all donations 
will go to support the Otterbein College Choir Scholarships.  
You may make your donation when you pick-up your meals.  
This will be the Men’s only fundraiser for the year and your 
support is deeply appreciated! 
  
Our monthly prayer breakfast meetings will resume in January 
2021. 
 
For additional information concerning our fellowship, please 
check our website: https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-
methodist-men 
 
Leadership/Planning Team 
Bill Pollard 
Carter Ritchie 
Dylan Andrade 
  



UMW News 
 

You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.  This is the 

greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

Matthew 22:37-39 

 

Love God.  Love your neighbor.  Wear a mask.  Wash your 

hands.  Keep your distance.  Stay at home if you are sick 

and pray for your neighbors, the country, and the world. 

 

We will not be having our Harvest Luncheon on Tuesday, 

October 13.  Hazel has helped make over two-thousand 

masks.  Thanks Hazel! 

 

The District Annual Meeting will be Thursday, October 

15 at 7 pm on the computer.  If you are interested in 

participating, please call our District UMW President, 

Sharon Harold, at 879-2270. 

 

We will be recognized for earning the “Six Channel of 

Mission Giving” Award, the Gold Award for “Living Into 

Our Purpose,” and five members will be recognized for 

completing Plan 1 of the UMW Reading Program.  No paper 

awards will be given. 

 

If anyone ever has questions about UMW events, please call 

Wilma at 433-9545. 

 

God bless, be safe, VOTE, and pray that we can be together 

soon.  We miss each other! 

One step we all can take to 

protect the earth is to REDUCE 

our use of “single-use” plastics.  

The greatest danger of our 

continued disposal of these 

plastics is to our oceans.  If we don’t reduce these 

disposables by 2050, plastics will outweigh ocean 

life.  Some of the more common single-use plastics 

are straws, grocery bags, food packaging, 

containers, cups, and cutlery.  We can REUSE mesh 

produce bags, refillable water bottles, travel mugs, 

and bamboo utensils.  When grocery shopping, we 

can keep our eye out for packaging that can be 

RECYCLED such as cardboard. These are just a few 

simple steps that will ensure cleaner oceans for our 

children and grandchildren.   

Ginny Whitehill 

Creation Care Taskforce 

old HVAC unit and add another furnace to keep the sanctuary 

warm during our colder months.  It will utilize our current air 

conditioning duct work thus reducing the need for additional 

structural work.  The total cost for the project should come in at 

less than $40,000 and provide a long-term solution to a difficult 

problem.  It is hopeful that the upkeep will be less expensive as 

well.  We will continue to use natural gas as the means for 

fueling the new furnaces.  For comparison sake, the furnace 

installed in 1951 would cost over $50,000 if you adjust for 

inflation.  We will continue to use the boiler this winter while the 

installation occurs but will discontinue its use as the new system 

comes on line.  



Report from the Trustees 
 

 Over the course of the past 100 years, the heating system 

of OUMC has changed, but one segment of the system 

remained constant: we have used water-radiated heat as the 

final delivery source.  The radiators and pipes that make this 

system effective are, in some places, as old as the church 

buildings (101 years).  In the winter of 2019 when we began to 

use the heat as the air turned cold, we ran into several issues 

with pipes leaking and the ensuing repairs were difficult, 

costly, and a general nuisance.  Our heating expert (Arnold 

Fishback) told us years ago that when the pipes began to go 

bad, we would have to make some hard decisions about the 

way we keep our church warm.  That time has come.  Before we 

get into what that will look like, here is a quick recap of how the 

OUMC sanctuary has been heated.  
 

 The following history has been extrapolated from the 

Kline history book 1894-1981:  
 

 No record shows the details of the original installation but 

in 1927 we bought a carload of coal for $5.25 a ton.  So, we know 

that the church originally was serviced by a coal fired furnace.  

The parsonage also had a coal furnace as it was replaced with 

an oil furnace around 1950.  In 1935, a stoker was installed for 

$300, confirming the use of a coal furnace.  In 1951, a new oil 

furnace was installed for $4,521.98 by Frank Cline and Son 

(Ralph Cline was the son) and a 2000-gallon tank was donated 

by Maphis and Chapman.  The next account of the heating 

system was in 1973 when in February a fire occurred in the 

boiler room.  It was found by the custodian, Mr. Ford (Marylee 

Huffman’s father) and his quick actions, along with the fire 

department, kept most of the damage localized.  A new oil 

furnace was installed later that year.  There is more to the story, 

but that will be included in next month’s Tidings as it is not 

included in the book.  If you cannot wait to see how it turns out, 

you’ll have to talk with Judy Falls and John Liskey.  
 

 In 2020 we will be replacing the current gas furnace with 

a conventional forced air system to be installed by Landes 

Heating and Cooling.  It will replace an 
continued next page... 

October is 

Pastor Appreciation 

Month! 
 

While the month of October is 

designated as Pastor Appreciation 

Month, I’d like to suggest that we take this a step further in these 

days of COVID 19 and other challenges.   

 

Pastors Adam Blagg and Faith Fowler continue to work diligently 

and faithfully to provide a virtual weekly worship service as well as 

planning, teaching, and leading weekly Bible Study or special 

classes (for example, Race, Class, and the Kingdom of God), as 

well as many other responsibilities.  Our Organist and Music 

Director Sandy Schaefer plans music for worship and works with 

the College Chorale.  As Office Manager, Melissa Miller, along 

with numerous other responsibilities, effectively puts together the 

video pieces into a beautiful, meaningful Worship Service each 

week for YouTube.  Judy and Melvin Falls continue to keep our 

church clean and safe and, during these unusual times, have been 

key in completing various cleaning and maintenance projects 

around the church, office building, and property.  Treasurer Dawn 

Hunter makes sure all the staff and bills are paid and the financial 

books are in order. 

 

There is not room enough here to list all the many ways our 

Otterbein Staff serve our Lord and His people and church. 

 

With all this in mind, let’s use this month to celebrate our 

Otterbein UMC staff with a card, a call, an email, and/or a prayer.  

We are truly blessed to have these people with us and we need to 

make sure they know they are appreciated, not just this month, 

but all the time. 

 

Bill Pollard, SPRC Chair 



Ricky Goodwyn, Jr. is a Junior 
Vocal Performance Major from 
Carrollton, Virginia.  He was 
awarded the Centennial Scholar 
Scholarship to attend JMU.  In the 
fall of 2018 Ricky performed a major 
role in the JMU Opera presentation 
of Dead Man Walking.  He was a 
featured soloist as the Archangel 
Uriel in JMU School of Music's 

presentation of Creation by Haydn.  A prior national finalist in 
the prestigious NATS (National Association of Teachers of 
Singing) vocal competition, Ricky was awarded third place 
nationally in his collegiate division in 2020.  Ricky has 
performed recitals and is in demand as a soloist throughout 
the state of Virginia.  This is Ricky's third year singing in the 
Otterbein College Chorale.  Ricky is extremely grateful for the 
support of the OUMC Congregation and he truly knows none 
of his talent and success would be possible without God. 
 

Ammad Akbari is a Senior Vocal 
Performance Major at James 
Madison University.  From 
McLean,  Virginia, Ammad actually 
attended school from elementary 
grades on with fellow College 
Chorale member Camila!  A tenor, 
Ammad performs in operas at the 
JMU School of Music and is a 
member of the premier award-

winning all-male a cappella group, The Madison Project.  This 

is Ammad's third year in Otterbein's College Chorale and he 
contributes greatly to the church's Music Ministry. 
 

Leah Finn is a Senior Vocal 
Performance and Music Theater 
Major from the Virginia Beach 
Area.  She is a member of JMU 
School of Music's advanced 
auditioned chamber ensemble, The 
Madison Singers.  Leah has 
performed in several opera 
productions at JMU.  Leah has a 
twin sister, Camryn, and enjoys 

reading, dancing, and watching movies (especially Disney 
movies).  This is Leah's third year participating in the 
Otterbein College Chorale Scholarship program and we are 
blessed to have her lead in worship. 
 

Camila Maric is a Senior Vocal 
Performance Major at JMU.  From 
McLean, Virginia, she is a member 
of the prestigious Madison Singers 
and enjoys participating in Opera 
Theatre.  Camila enjoys working for 
WXJM and singing in the 
Overtones, JMU's premier co-ed a 
cappella group.  This is Camila's 
second year in the Otterbein 

College Chorale and she has added an amazing versatility to 
the group.  In addition to her many musical talents, Camila 
likes taking care of her various plants and pickling 
vegetables.  


